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PREFACE. 



T TNWILLING to incur the difpleafure of every 
\J friend to juftice, religion, and humanity, 1 
haiften to inform the Reader, who has caft an eye on 
the Title-page, that, in attempting to eftablifti the 
licitnefs of the Slave-Trade, nothing is farther re- 
moved from my thoughts, than to fet up as an advo- 
cate for injuftice and oppreflion : I am as much zi 
enmity with both, as the mod fanguine advocate for 
African Liberty may be. I am well apprized, that 
afts of violence and oppreflion, however authorized 
by numbers, however firmly eftablifhed by long ufc, 
and a kind of traditional inattention to the fufferingfc 
of'perfons in an abjeft condition of life, can never 
change the criminality of their nature. Whatever is 
eflentially incompatible with the facred and inalie- 
nable rights of juftice and humanity, can claim no 
place in the catalogue of virtues, even of the loweft 
rartk ; it muft be for ever branded with every mark 
of infamy and guilt. 

Far then from attempting the leaft encroachment 
on the rights of Virtue, my fole drift in the prefent 
Traft is to examine with the utmoft impartiality, the 
intrinfic nature of the Slave-Trade : that is, whether 
the Trade itfelf, prefcinding from every other inci- 
dental circumftance, which may have rendered thfe 
pradtice of it hateful, or even criminal, be in its own 
nature licit or illicit. 

Now, it being evident in the firft place, that the 
intrinfic morality or immorality, licitnefs or illicitneft 
Of all human purfuits is eflfentially inherent to the 

purfuits 
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purfuits thcmfelves, and not at all depending on our 
habits or ideas of Right and Wrong* which are but too 
often influenced and darkened by prejudice, intereft, 
and other pafllons; and, it being equally evident on 
the other hand, that the declarations of the Written 
Word of God are fo many incontrovertible decifions, 
by which we are to judge of the intrinfic licitnefs or 
illicitnefs of fuch fads as are regiftered in the Sacred 
Volumes ; it follows neceflarily, that, one of thofc 
fadts being undoubtedly the Slave-Trade, no argu- 
ments can be lb forcible and conclufive, towards evin- 
fing the inherent lawfulnefs of it, as thofe Oracular 
decifions of the Word of God, which give a pofitive 
fan&ion to the Trade itfelf. — It js then by enforcing 
thefe unerring decifions only, the fureft guide to 
diredl our judgements in forming a juft eftjmate of 
the merits of the prefent Controverfy, that I mean to 
vindicate the licitnefs of the Slave-Trade; ppt by 
patronizing fuch crying enormities and abufes, as are 
Jaid to be perpetrated in this moft ancient commercial 
purfuit. 

Should the fan&ion pf diyine authority appear 
evident in favour of the Slave-Trade, from the 
ceftimonies I fhall produce in the feries of my 
Refearches, I fhall confider myfelf perfectly difinga- 
ged from the moft diftant obligation of anfwering 
Juch obje&ions, as are not grounded on the fame 
divine authority; an authority of that irrefiftible 
weight of convi&ion, that every perfon, who has 
any pretepfions to Religion, muft immediately af- 
fppt to, frowevjer pjaufible or ingenious the oppo- 
site arguments may appear, when viewed through 
/ the fcanty .light of mere human reafon and fenfe. 
' -The fcope of the follpwing Refearches being evi- 
dently to try the merits of the prefent Controver- 
fy* by the Sacred Canons pf the Writtei) Worfi of 
>7 God, 



PREFACE. vii. 

God, I can expedt convittion only from fuch per- 
fons, as are not fo far deftitute of every fentiment 
of religion and good fenfe, as to difbelieve the di- 
vine authenticity of thofe Sacred Writings, in which 
the Finger of God has left in indelible chara&ers 
the vifible impreflion of his Wifdom. 

Now, as thefe Sacred Records contain tranfac- 
tions relative to the Slave-Trade, as pra&ifed in all 
the three religious Difpenfations that have appear- 
ed in the World fince the formation of the firft of 
men to the prefent time, I (hall, accordingly, di- 
vide my Scriptural Reiearches on that Trade, into 
three feparate Parts : in which I fhall fucceffively 
prove, that the Slave-Trade is pcrfe&ly confo- 
nant to the principles of the Law of Nature, the 
Mofaic Difpenfation, and the Chriftian Law, as de- 
lineated to us in the Sacred Writings of the Word 
of God. 

I have prefixed to the whole a few pofnions or 
Data, which, I trull, will be found unqueftionably J 
true, and exa&ly conformable to found reafon ; in 
order, that I may not be interrupted in the fequel with 
unneceffary repetitions of general principles, nor 
be in the leaft conftrained to enter into a formal con- 
futation of arguments, which do not immediately 
affett my fubjedt, and that the Reader may fee at 
one view the very fundamental principles of thofe 
inferences, which I draw in vindication of the Slave- 
Trade from the Scriptural paffages I have fcle&ed in 
the courfe of my Refearches, out of a greater num- 
ber of the fame import I could eafily produce. 

The Scriptural paffages are literally tranferibed 
from the Proteftant Vulgar TranQation of the Bible ; 
which, being the moft generally received in thefe 
Kingdoms, will* of courfe, have a greater weight of 
authority than any other with the major part of my 

Readers. 
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Readers. The Edition I ufe is that which was pu- 
blished in London by John Bill and Chriftopher Bar- 
ker in the year 1669, 

With refpedt to compofition, I can pretend to 
neither elegance nor ftyle : a Foreigner, unacquainted 
with the lead element of the Englifh Language till 
the twenty feventh year of his age, can have no claim 
to either : if he can but arrange his periods with 
a tolerable degree of grammatical accuracy, and cx- 
prefs himfelf with fufficient clearnefs, method, and 
pcrfpicuity, he has reafon to expeft every indulgence 
from the native candour of an Englifh Critic. 



DATA. 



A, 



I. 

THAT the Volume of the Sacred Writings, com- 
monly called the Holy Bible, comprehending both 
the Old and the New Teftaments, contains the uner- 
ring Decifions of the Word of God. 

n. 

That thefe Decifions arc of equal authority in both 
the Teftaments, and that that Authority is the effen- 
tial veracity of God, who is Truth itfelf* 

III. 

That, as there can be no prefcription againft the 
authority of God, whatever is^declared jji any jpart of 
the Scriptural Records to be intnnfically good or Ea3£ 
licit or illicit^ muft be effentially fo in its own na- 
ture* however contrary any fuch declaration may be 
to the received opinions of men fit- Any length of 
time. 

IV. 

That, as the Supreme Legiflator df the World 
is infinitely juft and wife in All his decifions refpeft- 
ing Right and Wrong* and is no ways accountable 
to his creatures for the reafons of his conduit in 
the government of the World \ fo it muft be a degree 
of prefumption highly criminal in any creature to re- 
fufe afleift to thofe Decifions, only becaufc he can- 
not comprehend the hidden principles of that im- 
partial juftice which chara&erizes every decifion of 
'God. 

V. 

That noperfon can be fuppofed to acknowledge 
io faft, that the Holy Scriptures are the infallible 

B Woixi 
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Word of God, unlefs he acquicfccs without refer ve 
in every fcriptnral Decifion, however incomprehen- 
fible the reafons and motives of thofe Decifions may 
be to him. 

VI. 

That every perfon, who profefles to acknow- 
ledge the Holy Scriptures to be the unerring Word 
of God, mufl confequently affent to every Scriptu- 
ral Decifion without referve, only becaufe he believes 
them to be the declarations of God ; who, being 
Truth itfelf, can neither err himfelf, nor lead any 
one into error. 

VII. 
• That if one or more Decifions of the Written 
Word of God give a pofitive fandtion to the intrinfic 
licitnefs of any human purfuit (for inftance, the Slave- 
Trade), whoever profefles to believe the incontro- 
vertible veracity of the Written Word of God, eflen- 
tially incompatible with the lead degree of injuftice* 
muft confequently believe the purfuit itfelf to be in- 
jtrinfically juft and lawful in the ftrideft fenfe of the 
Word. 

VIII. 

That no advantages whatever attending the pro- 
iecution of an unlawful purfuit, nor any abufes what- 
ever committed in the profecuiion of a lawful one, can 
4b far affeft the purfuits themfelves, as to render the 
latter intrinfically criminal, or tl\p former eflentially 
juft. 

IX. 
. That, as no private or. national advantages what- 
ever can alter the inherent turpitude of a purfuit eflenr 
f ially unlawful ; fo no arguments whatever, built folely 
on the ttrength of thole advantages, will ever juftify 
the Slave Trade, till the fame be proved efientially 
gtUltod'i^ful:id'.it^natiire.rf ,. ... >* ■ : . .• Y 
:' W-i v£l -.'« &ti .;■*. •■",:■ .*;.': ..v ThaX, 
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That, as no abufes or malepra&iccs whatever^ 
committed in the profecution of a lawful purfuit, can 
ever alter the intrinfic licitnefs of it ; fo no arguments 
whatever, built folely on the ftrength of thofe abufes, 
will ever evince the intrinfic deformity of the Slave- 
Trade, any more than that of any other lawful pur- 
fuit, where abufes are committed,' unlefs the fame be 
proved eflentially unjuft and illicit. 

XI. 

That, if abufes and malepra&ices, committed in 
the profecution of a lawful purfuit, can be checked 
and prevented by Legal Authority, the private and 
national advantages ariling from that purfuit, and the 
inconveniencies attending the fuppreflion of it, joined 
to its intrinfic licitnefs, ought to have a very powerful 
influence towards not abolifhing the profecution of that 
purfuit. 

XII. 

That, if abufes and maleprafttces, though evident- 
ly fubjeft to the control of the Legislature, are to be 
confidered as fufficient arguments to fupprefs the 
Slave-Trade, without any regard to its intrinfic 
licitnefs, every other branch of Trade, in which abufes 
are committed, ought, on the fame account, to fliare 
the fame fate. 
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SECTION I. 

Scriptural Refearcbes on the licitnefs of the Slate-Tradt, 
Jhewing its conformity with tbt principles of the Law 
of Nature delineated in the Sacred Writings. 

I. fTPHAT period of year$, which clapfcd from the 
X day on which God created Man in bis own 
image (a\ to the day, on which He gave his Laws to 
the Children of Ifrael on Mount Sinai (£), is generally 
called the period of the Law of Nature, The exafl: 
duration of .this period is a matter of. controverfy 
among the Learned, Archbifhop U flier, whofe chro- 
nological accuracy in the computation cf fcripturai 
years is much admired, reckons 2513 years. between 
the Creation of the World and the promulgation of 
the Mofaic Law. * But be this as it may (for no. dif- 
ference in computation can affedt the fubjeft of my 
prefent Refe^rches), it is evident from the tenour of 
the Sacred Records, that, between the creation of 
Adam and the promulgation of the Mofaic Law, the 
pifpenfation pf the Law of Nature, commonly called 
Natural Religion, or the Religion of Nature, was the 
only true Religion in the World, 

II. Simple as the principles 1 of this Religion may 
appear, dire&ed chiefly to worfhip One, Supreme, 
Eternal, Being, the Creator and Governor of all things, 
and to chufe and a& in exaft conformity to the inward 
diftates of found and unbiafled reafon in every tranf- 
adtion of life, where Bight and Wrcng were left to 
choice of Man ; it would be exceedingly difficult, as 
well as perfe&ly extraneous to my prefent fubjetf, to 
digeft thofe principles into a regular Code of thole 

particular 
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particular laws and duties, which conftitutcd the whole 
fyftem of that Religion. — I have not engaged to dis- 
play, the whole frame and ftru&ure of NaturalReligion: 
I am to fliew no farther, than that the principles and 
laws of that .Religion, as far as we find them delineated 
in the Sacred Writings, not only never forbade the 
Slave-Trade* or hinted the moft diftant oppofkion 
to the profecution of it; but that, the fame being 
frequently exemplified in the conftant and uninterrupt- 
ed pra&ice of fome of the moft faithful obfcrvers of 
the laws and principles of that Religion, under the 
yifible prote&ion of God, whofe favourites they were, 
the laws and principles themfelves were in perfect 
harmony with the pra&ice of the Slavb-Tradi>t* 
Two very Angular inftances of this kind, verified in 
(he condud of two of the molt diftinguifhed Chafao 
ters within the above period of the Law of Nature, 
Abraham and Joseph, will, I flatter myfelf, be fuf- 
ficiem, without mentioning others, to juftify my af* 
fertion,. and fet the prefent Cpntroverfy in the cleared 
light of Scriptural convidtion. 

ABRAHAM, ■:-'' 

III. In every place of Scripture, where mention 
is made of this Venerable Patriarch, he is uniformly 
reprcfented as a perfect pattern of cvePy virtue. The 
ftrongeft faith in God (r), the firmeft" reliance on hi* 
pro.rriifes (d)> and the readieft and moft unreferved 
obedience to his commands (e) j the moft fympathiz- 
ing humanity to every fellow-creature (/), the ftri£t- 
eftjuftice and integrity in all his dealings with men (g) 9 
*nd the utmoft difintfereftednefs of heart (b) •, irifine, 
• the 

(*) Gen. 15. 6. Rom. 4. 3. Galat. 3. 6. James, *. 33. (d) Ibid. 

(0 Ocn. a*, v. 1— 13. (/) Gen. 18. 13, &c. 

ft) Gen. ai, »*, &c, Geo, *;, 7, &c* (*) Gen. 14. sta, %%. 
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the greateft love of peace and harmony (#), together 
with every other religious, domeftic, and focial vir- 
tue (k), arc the diftinguifliing chara&eriftics of his 
perlon. 

IV. Owing, no doubt, to thefe exalted virtues, he 
is frequently reprefented in Scripture in familiar inter- 
courfe with God (/) ; who, in innumerable places of 
Holy Writ, ftyles himfelf emphatically The God of 
Abraham, as the moft acceptable perfon he had on 
earth : he calls him His Friend (*»), and makes the 
moft exalted panegyric of his virtues, when, appear- 
ing to his ion Ifaac after the death of his Father, he 
ipeaks to him in the following remarkable and com- 
prehenfive words : In thy feed/hall all the nations of the 
eartbiie blejfed',becaufethat Abraham obeyed my voice, 
and kepi my charge, my commandments, myftatutes, and 
my laws (»). ' 

,V. Nor is his unimpeachable character, as a right- 
eous* man, lefs ■ confpicuous in the Writings of the 
Sew Tcftament ; wherQ among, many other teftimo- 
nies of his irreproachable, life, the Son of God himfelf, 
who always fpeaks of him as one of the moft faithful 
(Servants of his ".Eternal Father,, rebukes the Jews for 
having fo far departed from tfye redtitude of Ahraham's 
conduct, as riot to be entitled to the appellation of his 
Children; f6r,Jf ye were Abraham's children, feys he, 
ye would do the works of Abraham (o). 

VI. Now, it is very remarkable, that among the 
works of Abraham, the very faithful, obedient, hu- 
mane, juft, difinterefted, righteous, and virtuous Abra^ 
ham, who conftantly obeyed the voice of God, kept 
his charge, his commandments, his ftatutes, and his 

laws, 

(*) Gen. ai. aa> &c. Gen. 13. 7> &c. . (t) Gen. 18.19, 

(/) Gen. 12. 1, &c. Gen. J5. 1, &c. Gen. 17. i, #c. Gen. 18. i, &c, 

<jn) Ifaiab, 41, 8. (*) Gen. »6. 4, 5. (0) John, 8. 39. 
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laws, and found fuch acceptance with^im, as to be 
admitted to the familiarity of his friendly intercourfe ; 
it is very remarkable, I fay, that there fhould be 
found among his works the pra&ice of dealing in hu r 
man flefh, the praftice of purchafuig with money 
thofe of his own fpecies, and making them Bond- 
Slaves (p)j without the lead intimation being ever 
given by any of the infpired Writers, that his con- 
duel in this particular, where the natural rights of 
juftice and humanity are faid to be fo efientially inte- 
refted, was ever reproved, or even difcountenanced in 
the mod diftant manner by any private or public in- 
timation of God's difpleafure ! 

VII. And what can we reafonably conclude from 
this uniform filence of the infpired Writers ? but that 
the pra&ice of purchafing flaves was never accounted 
in the fight of God a violation of any of the laws of 
the Religion of Nature, For, is it credible, or* ra- 
ther is it poflfible for any one to believe, confidently 
with the ideas we ought to entertain of the infinite 
holinefs of God, in whom dwelleth efientially the ful- 
nefs of juftice, that he would ftyle himfelf The God of 
Abraham* in preference to any other ; that he would 
vouchfafe to honour him with the appellation of His 
Friend \ that he would blefs in his feed all the nations 
of the earth (q) ; that he would declare he had obey- 
ed his voice, kept his charge, bis commandments, his 
flatutes, and his laws, without excepting any one ♦, or 
that Jefus Chrift would have, ever commended his 
works without any reftri&ion whatever, if the Slav©- ' L 
Trade, fo publickly and fo conftantly pra&ifed by 
Abraham, had been an iniquitous, unnatural purfuit, 
efientially oppofite to the facred laws of Nature, to the 
natural rights of juftice and humanity ? 

. VIII, The 

; y (f) Gen. 17. 33, 27. (9) Gen. a*, v. i3. 
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VIII. The force of this powerful inference, con- 
fadered even as a mere negative argument in favour of 
the intrinfic licitnefs of the Slave-Trade, carries 
fiich an irrefiftible weight of conviftion, that it amounts, 
in my opinion, to a pofitive approbation of it : it being 
ether wife impoflible to reconcile the juftice of God 
with his own fcriptural decifions concerning the eflen- 
tial impartiality, and eternal unchangeablenefs of its 
nature. 

IX. That this pofitive approbation, this fandtiort 
of Divine Authority in favour of the Slave-Trade, 
fo vifible in the condutt of God, eye-witnefs to every 
tranfa&ion of Abraham's life, is not a bare conjefture, 
or a miere negative inference of a paflionate advocate 
for flavery, but the real intent and meaning of the 
Written Word of God, will appear evident to the 
moft zealous advocate for African Liberty, who, di- 
verting himfelf for a moment of every prejudice, that 
the 16ve of humanity : may have created in his mind, 
will tlifpaffionately examine with me the ftriking cir- 
cumftances of the following Cafe. It is that of a 
Bond-Slave in the fervice of Abraham -, which, as re- 
lated in the Sacred Writings, contains fuch interefting 
particulars, that, I flatter myfelf, it will evince to>de- 
monftration, that the Slave-Trade has the indifpu- 
table fan&ion of Divine Authority, even when attend- 
ed with circumftances not of the moft pleafing com- 
plexion to the eyes of humanity, 

X. This very decifive fa6t is thus literally related in 
the xvi ch Chapter of the Book of Genesis* 

t. Now Sarai Abram's wife bare him jno children s 
and (he had an hand-maid, an Egyptian, whofe 
name was Hagar, 

2. And Sarai faid unto Abram: Behold now* the 
Lord hath reftrained me from bearing : I pray thee, 
go in unto my maid: it may be, that I may 

■■• - obtain 
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obtain children by hers and Abram hearkened to 
tfye voice of Sarai. 

3. And Sarai Abram's wife took Hagar her maid, 
the Egyptian, after Abraro had dwelt ten years in 

. the land of Canaan, and gave her to her hufband 
. Abram to be his wife* 

4* And he went in unto Hagar, and (he conceived : 
and when fhe faw that (he had conceived, her mil- 
. trqfe was defpifed in her eyes. 

4, And Sarai fold unto Abram : my wrong be upon 
thee: 1 have given my maid into thy bofom; and 
when (he faw fhe had conceived, I was defpifed in 
her eyes : the Lord judge between me and thee. 

•6. But Abram faid unto Sarai : behold, thy maid is 
in thy hand ; do to her as it pleafeth thee. And 
when Sarai dealt hardly with her, (he fled from her 
face. 

7. And the Angel found her by a fountain of water in 
the wildernefe, by the fountain in the way to Shur. 

8. And he faid : Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence comeft 
thou? and whither wilt thou go? And (he faid: 
I flee from the face of my miftrefs Sarai, 

#. And the Angel of the Lord faid unto her: return 
unto thy miftrefs, and fubmit thyfelf under her 
hands, 
io. And the Angel of the Lord faid unto her: I will 
multiply thy feed exceedingly, that it (hall not be 
numbered for multitude. 
11. And the Angel of the Lord faid unto her: be- 
hold, thou art with child, and (halt bear a ion, and 
(halt call his. name Ifhmael ; becaufe the JLord hath 
heard thy affliftion. 

XI. Enough have we for the prefent to obferve on 
this portion of Hagar's biftory, without proceeding 
to relate the treatment (he received in her Matter's 
houfe fome time after her return. — Here we have a 

C Hand-maid, 
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Hand-maid, called foon after a Bond-woman by God 
himfelf (r) ; born in Africa, for fhe was an Egyptian 
by birth, and, confequently, an African Slave \ labour* 
ing under every natural difadvantage attending the 
condition of a Bortd-Q^ve; bought by a ftrangcr, 
tranfported from her native Country into a diftant land, 
the Land of Canaan, where Abram dweh \ that i*> 
tranfported from Africa into Afia : fcpa'rated for ever 
from her dearefl relations, friends, and acquaintance, 
and obliged to wait at hand, and work for the advan- 
tage of her Matters. 

XII. The fterility of her Miftrefs feemed rather to 
flatter Hagar with the profpedt of meliorating her 
condition, by becoming her Matter's wife at the 
folicitation of her Miftrefs : but the event proved the 
contrary, and difappointed all her hopes •, for not only 
lhe did not obtain her freedom by becoming his wife, 
but finding (he was with child by her Matter, and 
being, on this account, not quite fo refpe6tful to her 
Miftrefs, as the latter expc&ed in quality of Abram's 
principal wife, (he was fo roughly handled by Sarai, 
with the permiflion of Abram, that, unable to bear 
her treatment, (he fled from her houfe, left her fervice, 
and took refuge in the defert. What the correction 
was, that Sarai inflicted on Hagar, is not particularly 
fpecifted in the Sacred Hiftory : the Hebrew word ufed 
upon the occafion, and rendered by the Tranflators 
dealt kardfy, has fuch an extent of fignification, as 
may eafily convey the idea of a very cruel and oppret- 
five treatment, which, in the actual ftate of Hagar's 
pregnancy, mutt have rendered her affliction much 
more intolerable and oppreflive. 

XIII. Every circumftance attending the wretched 
fituation of this poor African Slave, who, though le- 
gally 
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gaily married to her Matter, h kept (till in bondage, 
and forced, as it were, out of his houfe and fervice in 
the condition fhe was in, through hard ufage and fe- 
verity, though charged with no other crime, but being 
not quite fo refpeftfol to her hufband's firft wife as (he 
had been before her marriage, feems to excite compaf- 
fion, and juftify her efcape. — Were Hagar's cafe that 
of any African female (lave now in the Weft-Indies, 
and weffe the fame to be tried before a jury compofed 
of fotrfft of the prefent advocates for African Liberty 
in this I (land, one might decide almoft to a cerraihty 
in whofe favour the verdift would be given : the Slave 
would mod probably be declared free, and both Mafter 
and Miftrefs feverely reprimanded, if not alfo condemn- 
ed in a heavy pecuniary mulft : no ocher vcrdift would 
be confiftent with the principles they lb publickly 
avow. 

XIV. But did Hagar obtain the fame favourable 
fentence at the impartial Tribunal of God, when fhe 
pleaded her Caufe bfcfore the Minifter of his juftice, 
\irKom he deputed to reprefent his Perfon ? Did he 
approve of her conduit in leaving her Mailer's houfe, 
and quitting his fervice ? Did he hint the mod diftant 
reflection on the proceedings of Abram or her Miftrefs 
Sarai? Did he fignify to her, that her quality of 
Abram's wife, or the feverity of Sarai's treatment, 
even in her a&ual ftate of pregnancy, emancipated her 
from her bondage, refcinded the original contract of 
her purchafe, or that that contract had been illicit and 
contrary to his laws, or that fhe might, on this account, 
confider herfelf as no part of Abram's lawful property, 
but at full liberty to difpofe of her perfon as (he 
thought beft ?— NO : — on the contrary, her conduft 
was condemned by the Reprefenrative of God, who 
ordered her in his name to return to her Miftrefs^ an4 
Jubmit bfrfdf under ber bands \ though at the fame 
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time he allured her, that the Lord bad beard her* 
qffiiflion. , 

XV. Were all other fcriptural evidences wanted in 
favour of the Slave-Trade, this Decree alone of the 
hfgheft Court of Juftice poflible, this folemn Sentence 
of the Supreme Judge or Right and Wrongs Who is no 
refpeftcr of perfons % but, in every nation^ he that fearetb 
him, and worketh rigbteoufnefs, is accepted with him (s) % 
and who, in the cafe before us, had an intuitive and 
qomprehenfive knowledge of every particular circum- 
fiance attending the claims of both the Parties, 
muft convince every impartial Reader, th^t the licit- 
nefs of that Trade is evidently warranted by . the 
Written Word of God ; who, .by the very a6k of de- 
puting an Angel, on purpofe to command the fugitive 
Slave to return to her Mailer's houfe, and Submit Jiej* 
jfelf under the hands of her Miftrefs, declared her to, be 
her Matter's indifputable property, and the original 
bargain or con t raft, by which be had acquire^hat 
property, to be juft and lawful ip its nature : that, is, 
that the Slave-Trade, even when attended with cii> 
cumftances not altogether conformable to the. feelings 
of humanity, is xffencially confident with the. facred 
and inalienable rights of juftice, and. has the pofitive 
fanftion of God in its fupport* however difpieafcqg 
thofe circumftancesmay b$ tQ his fatherly Providence, 
as they appear to have been in the Cafe of Hagar ; 
who, in alleviation of her fufferings and affliction, 
was promifed the honour of bweinjg the Mother of a 
numerous progeny, ..branched out afterwards into 
twelve powerful kingdoms (/)•». 

J O S, E \P . H. 
XVI. Whoever has the leaft ^uaintancejwidi the 
principal human Charadters cxhilpfted in -the Sacred 

Records, 
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Records, mult readily acknowledge, that the chara&ec 
of Joseph, great grand-fon to Patriarch Abraham, is 
one of the mod amiable, molt upright* and inftrudive. 
He. is there reprcfenfed in every viciffitudc of fortune* 
acquiring in every ftation by his wifdom and virtue 
favour with God and man («)•. His virtue fuffers no 
diminution whatever, but fhines with greater luftre, iq 
paffing from the condition of a flaveto that of Govern 
nor. of all Egypt. His fidelity to God, and to.hU 
Mailer Potiphar, is aflailed by ftrong temptations, 
which* in fpite of youth and intereft,.he refifts with 
the jnoft exemplary fortitude (w.) Thrown, into the 
horrors of a dungeon through the artifice of a falfe 
woman, whofe honour he preserves at the expence of 
his own, his integrity and prudence foQn render* hini 
confpicuous even in that dark recels (x). . Favoured 
with the divine fpirit of prophecy, and called in his 
Prophetic Character into the prefence of Pharaoh, the 
wife and ex ten five plan he forms to fave the Kingdom 
from the miferies of impending famine, raifes him to 
that height, where his abilities and virtues are eminent- 
ly difplayed in the public fervice, and anfwer the puiv 
pofcs of the Providence of God in favour of his cho- 
fen People (y). • Enabled by defpotic power to retain 
his?uhfcatural brethren in that Egyptian bondage, to 
.which *hqy had $nce, configned him, and gratify re- 
venge by every accumulation of diigrace, he not only 
generouily forgives them the outrageous treatment he 
had rece}«Wv but he even effaces the very remem- 
brance, tfthofe injuries which had produced his ad- 

verfity * 
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verfity; and, without recriminating his adverfarics, 
without retaliating their injuries, he extenuates in 
fbme meafure the jjuilt of a crime, which, by the in- 
terpofition of Providence, had proved fubfervient to a 
bappy iflue (z), 

XVII. Every feature of this moft amiable Chara&cr 
is fo perfeftly finifhed, fo exadtly conformable to the 
model of the ftri&cft virtue, that the whole Piece is 
one of the completed portraits of righteoufnefs and 
humanity, that has ever been exhibited to th* World 
in any ftage of religion. Chriftiahky itfelf can pro- 
duce but few exemplars, that will contend with him 
for fuperiority ; efpecially, when it is confidered,* that 
Jofeph's innocence and virtue, from his youth to his 
decrepit old age, retained, in the very heart of infide- 
lity itfelf, the lame uniform luftre and firmnefs, though 
befet at different periods by fuch ftrong temptations to 
infidelity and vice, as are the infeparable attendants of 
extreme adverfity and profperity. , In a word : every 
Hep of Jofeph's condufi: in every ftage of his life met 
the approbation of God, and was efpecially directed 
by his protefting hand ; for, in the language of the in- 
Jpired Writer, The Lord was witb-bim : and that which 
be did> the Lord made it to pro/per (a). ■ , 

XVIII. Now, if we examine th£ hiftory of this emi- 
nent Perfonage, as defcribed in the Sacred Records, 
we (hall foon find a fecond very remarkable inftance of 
the licitnefs of the Slave-Trade, as pra&ifed, not 
only without control, but under the vtfible protec- 
tion of God, by one of the ftri&eft profeflbrs of the 
•Religion of Nature, the laws and principles of which 

were the invariable rule of his conduit : a man in high 
favour with the Almighty, the framer of thofc very 
principles and laws ; and who, in the inferu tabic or- 
der 
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der of his fatherly providence, chofe him the inftru- 
ment and promoter of his glory (£), imparted him the 
divine fpirit of his wifdom (c) 9 led him, as it were, by 
the hand, in every ftep of his life(^), and profpered 
whatever he undertook (*)• An inftance, attended 
with circumftances of that lingular nature and tenden- 
cy, as feems not only to fix the fubjeft of the preferit 
Controverfy in the bcft point of view, but to afcer- 
tain, beyond the power of reply, the inherent lawful- 
nefs of the Slave-Trade. 

XIX. The faft, with all its attending circumftances, 
is thus defcribed in the XLVII^ Chapter of the Book 
of Genesis. 

13. And there was no bread in all the land; for the 
famine was very fore : fo that the land of Egypt 
and the land of Canaan fainted by reafon of the 
famine. 

14. And Jofeph gathered up all the money that was 
found in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Ca- 
naan, for the corn which they bought ;* and Jofeph 
brought the money into Pharaoh's houfe. 

15. And when the money failed in the land of Egypt, 
and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came 
unto Jofeph, and faid : give us bread 5 for why 
fhould we die in thy prefence ? for the money faileth. 

1 6. And Jofeph faid: give your cattle; and I will 
give you for your cattle, if money fail. 

17. And they brought their cattle unto Jofeph: and 
Jofeph gave them bread in exchange for horfes, and 
ibr the flocks, and for the cattle of the herds, and for 
the aflcs ; and he fed them with bread for all their 
cattle, foe that year. 

18. When 
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i8. When that year was ended, they came unto hirn 
the fecond year, and faid unto him: we will noc 
hide it from my Lord, how that our money is fpent ; 
my Lord alfo hath our herds of cattle •, there is not 
aught left in the fight of my Lord, but our bodies 
and our lands. 

19, Wherefore (hall we die before thine eyes, both we 
and our land ? Buy us and our land for bread, and 
we and our land will be fervants unto Pharaoh.: 
and give us feed, that we may live and not die, that 
the land be not defolate. 

20. And Jofeph bought all the land of Egypt for 
Pharaoh : for the Egyptians fold every man his field 5 
becaufe the famine prevailed over them : fo the land 
became Pharaoh's. 

%\. And as for the people, he removed them to cities, 
from one end of the borders of Egypt, even unto 
the other end thereof. 

22. Only the land of the Priefts bought he not •, for 
, the Priefts had a portion affigncd them of Pharaoh, 

and did eat their portion which Pharaoh gave them ♦, 
wherefore they fold not their lands. 

23. Then Jofeph faid unto the people: behold, I have 
bought you this day, and your land, for Pharaoh : 

. lo, here is feed for you, and ye (hall fow the land. 

24. And it (hall come to pals in the encreafe, that ye 
(hall give the fifth part unto Pharaoh, and four parts 
(hall be your own, for feed of the field, and for 

. your food, and for them of your houlholds, and for 
food for your little ones. 

25. And they faid : thou haft faved our lives : let us 
find grace in the fight of my Lord, and we will be 
Pharaoh's fervants. 

26. And Jofeph made it a law over the land of Egypt 
unco this day, that Pharaoh (hould have the fifth 
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part; except the land of the Priefts only, whitfh 

became not Pharaoh's. 

XX. The tranfa&ions related in this portion of Jo- 
feph's hiftory, afford us a confiderablc number of very 
pertinent refle&ions on the Slave-Trade : the fol- 
lowing appear to me very remarkable. 

j. Here is a whole Nation of free and independent 
Africans, one only defcription of men excepted, in- 
habiting the richeft, the moft populous, and the moft 
civilized part of Africa, or, perhaps, of any other 
part of the Globe at that period, all made Slaves 
in one day by a moft explicit, deliberate, and for- 
mal contract. 

2. Allowing, the Kingdom of Egypt at that time 
to have extended no farther than it does at prefent ; 
that is, 600 miles from North to South, and 250 from 
Eaft to Weft, it muft have contained, on the moft 
moderate computation, as many inhabitants, at leaft, 
as the Kingdom of Great Britain does at this prefent 
time •, Egypt was then the Emporium of the whole 
world, where all arts and fciences, commerce, agricul- 
ture, and polity flouriflied in a degree of perfeftion 
and refinement, fuperior, perhaps, to that of any part 
of Europe in our days. Accordingly, the number of 
Africans purchafed by Jofeph in one day, at the very 
moderate price of one year's maintenance per head, 
including their land, amounted, at leaft, to feven or 
eight millions of perfons : a number not unequal, per- 
haps, to all the purchafes of the kind ever made by 
Englifh Merchants fince the commencement of the 
Guinea-Trade, 

3. The happy condition of thefe Africans, prior 
to Jofeph's purchafe, is a circumftance worth obferv- 
ing: it differed in every refpeftfrom that of moft of 
their prefent countrymen purchafed by our European 
Merchants. The latter are generally Slaves, or Cap- 
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rive?, in their native land ; the former were all free and 
independent fubje&s : thofe, when purchafed by our 
African Merchants are in a itate of abfolute indigence 
and poverty; whereas the latter were all people of 
property, and, indeed, of landed property ; for it is 
very particularly fpecified in the fcriptural account, 
that the Egyptians fold every man his field ; that is, his 
landed eftate. 

4. The circumftanee of tranfporting Slaves from their 
native foil into a diftant Country, is alfo very obvious 
in the conduft of Jofeph, fubfequent to the purchafe 
he had made ; for, as for the people, fays the Scrip- 
ture, be removed them to cities, from one end of the 
borders of Egypt, even unto the other end thereof: 
by which expedient he deprived them of every 
profpett of ever re-enjoying their refpective pater- 
nal Eftates, and the places of their nativity. And 
is it not more than probable, that, in the execution 
of fo extenfive a plan, as removing fo many millions 
of inhabitants of every age, fex, condition, and rank, 
infants at the breaft, young children, old and decrepit 
people, infirm and delicate, from one end of the bor- 
ders of fo extenfive a Country as Egypt, even unto 
the other end thereof, many muft have inevitably 
periflied in paffing through the fcorching fands of a 
Country defolate with famine, and parched up, as it 
were, by an uninterrupted drought of fix confecutive 
years, whatever wife regulations we may naturally 
fuppofe were made by Jofeph to accommodate fuch 
an extraordinary number of Slaves ? 

5. This numerous multitude of free and indepen- 
dent Africans, become now by contraft menial Slaves 
to Pharaoh, are immediately fent by Jofeph to cul- 
tivate their Mailer's Eftates throughout all Egypt, for 
the land became Pharaoh's : fo, that we may confider 
them with the utmoft propriety, as fo many Slaves, 
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tranfported from their native place, and fent by their 
Mailer, or his Steward or Overfeer, to work in his 
different Plantations, merely for their keep-, for all 
the land was the property of Pharaoh, and the portion 
of the yearly produce of it, which they were allowed, 
is faid to have been given them, only for feed of the 
field, for their food* thofe cf their boufbelds, and their 
little ones. \ 

6. The laft and moft interefting circumftance, in 
my opinion, attending this Angular tranfa&ion, is the 
manner in which Jofeph proceeded to effett bis pur- 
chafe. For, in confcquencc of that prophetic fpirit, 
with which the Almighty had efpecially favoured him, 
and by which he forefaw the wonderful fertility of the 
land for feven years to come, and the extreme fterility 
of it for as many years after, he engroflcd all the corn 
that grew in Egypt during the firft feven years of 
plenty, and laid it up againft the time of impending 
famine (f). When this began to rage in the land, he 
opened his ftores; and made the Egyptians pay ready 
money for their corn : being entirely drained of £a{b, 
for Jofeph gathered up all tbt money % that was found in 
the land of Egypt, he refufed to fupply them with 
bread, unlefs they gave all their cattle in exchange;; 
which, accordingly, they did, for fuch proportion of 
corn as would keep them one year: being now rer* 
duced to the laft extremity, and entirely deftitute of 
provifions, as well as of every means of procuring- 
them, fave their lands and perfons, he availed him- 
felf of this favourable opportunity to effeft a purchafe, 
for which he h^d gradually paved the way : a bargain 
was accordingly concluded between him and Pharaoh's 
fubje&s, by which he bought all their lands and 
perlbns for as much corn, as would keep the latter 
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the fpace of one year; which, from the circumftancte 
of giving them feed, wherewith to fow the land, ap- 
pears to have been the laft of that feptennial dearth; 
So, that, even taking advantage of the extreme indi- 
gence of his fellow-creatures, when able to relieve 
them, in order to reduce them to the condition of 
Slaves, was not deemed by this righteous, and infpired 
Man, with whom the Lord was, an infraction of thofe 
ftcred laws of Nature, which were the invariable rule 
of his conduit. 

XXI. How far Jofeph's conduit in every ftage of 
this remarkable tranfa&ion, fo favourable to the Slave- 
Trade, may appear equitable or otherwife to the 
prefent humane advocates for African Liberty, through 
the feeble light of mere human reafon and fenfe, I 
know not : this however is moft certain, that there is 
aot fo much as one Jot in the Sacred Writings of the 
Word of God, that feems to difapprove in the moft 
diftant manner any one part of his condudt, either in 
this or in any other tranfadtion of his long and holy 
\\ft{-g). On the contrary, in every place of Scrip- 
ture, where this eminent Perfonage is introduced, 
whether before or after this tranfa&ion, he is con- 
stantly reprefented as one of the moft faithful and 
acceptable fervams of God, under whofe particular 
protection he lived and thrived (b) y by whofe im- 
rtttdiate direftion he adted (r) ; and who did nothing 
Whatever, but the Almighty made it to proffer (k). 
The very tranfa&ion, we are fpeaking of, when 
re-hearfed by one of the infpired Writers (/), a Man 
according to God's own heart (m) % is fo far from 

being 
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being taxed with the lead intimation of guilt in any 
one circumftance attending it, that the whole pro- 
cefs, without any exceptions whatever, is there repre- 
fented as the effect of that divine Wifdom, with which 
he was infpired from above. 

XXII. A further fcriptural evidence, that the 
conduit of Jofeph in purchafmg fo many millions of 
his fellow-creatures, and reducing them to the condi- 
tion of Slaves, met the intire approbation of God, 
and was therefore perfe&ly confonant to the facred 
laws of Nature, is that remarkable declaration of the 
Word of God, regiftered in the Firft Book of Chro- 
nicles, c. 5. v. 1— -3, which affigns the true reafon for 
transferring the right of Primogeniture, or Firft- born, 
from the Family of Reuben, eldeft fqn of Jacob, to the 
Family of Jofeph ; which, as it is exprefsly mentioned 
in that place, was Reuben's inceftuous converfation 
with Bilhah, his Father's concubine (»). — But is it 
credible, confidently with the effential juftice of God, 
that he (hould deprive Reuben's children of their Pri- 
mogeniture or birth-right, for having once tranfgreded 
one of the Laws of Nature, and yet fhould at the fame 
time, even in preference to Judah the Mefliah's pro- 
genitor, give it to thofe of Jofeph, who, by the very a6t 
of cndaving fo many millions of his fellow-creatures, 
and ufing them as he did, mufl: have neceflarily in- 
curred the horrid guilt of reiterated tranfgreflions of 
feveral of thofe facred Laws, if, what is fo confidently 
afferted be true, that the Slave-Trade, or the pur- 
chafing of Slaves, is an iniquitous unnatural purfuit, 
and a crime of the blacked die, in dired oppofition to 
every principle of Nature ? How could any one in 
luch chimerical fupppfition reconcile the vifible par- 
tiality 
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tiality of God's conduft with his own Scriptural decla- 
rations of the eternal and immutable re&itude of his 
juftice ? 

XXIII. One evidence more, drawn from the fame 
fcriptural fource of convidtion, will, I hope, be fuffi- 
cient to evince the irreproachablenefs of Jofcph's con- 
duit in the tranfa&ion now before .us. Every body 
knows, who knows any thing of Scripture, that the 
fpeeches made to their Children by the holy Patriarchs 
of old, prior to their departure from this world, called 
in the language of Scripture Bleffing the Children (o) y 
were fo many prophetic declarations of the Word of 
God, predicting to them the future events that fhould 
diftinguifh them and their families, and entailing upon 
them and their pofterity that portion of happinefs or 
mifery, to which their moral or immoral conduit en- 
titled them. This being an undoubted truth, let us 
now examine with an attentive eye fome of the moft- 
material circumftances of that folemn Bleffing, which 
Jacob beftowed on Jofeph and his Brethren a little be- 
fore his death (p). 

i. This Bleffing was beftowed on Jofeph and his 
Brethren about ten years after Jofeph had enflaved all' 
the inhabitants of Egypt, excepting thofe of the Sacer- 
dotal Order (j). 

2. Jacob in this Bleffing reproaches Reuben, his 
eldcft Ion, with the infamy of his inceftuous crime in 
the ftrongeft terms ; and declares, that, in punilhment 
of it, he Jbould not excel, but fhould be as unjlable as 
water. 

3. Simeon and Levi are branded by the holy Pa- 
triarch with being Injiruments of cruelty ; he abhors 
their counfels* calls their company difflonourable 5 

curies 
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curfes the ficrccnefs of their anger, and the cruelty of 
their wrath, becaufe in their anger r fays he, they flew a 
man ; meaning Shechem the Hivite and his father 
Hamor, together with all his male fubje&s, whom 
they flew with the [word (r) 5 and, as a punifhment of 
their barbarous cruelty, he declares they lhould be 
divided and fcattered in the land of Promife. 

4. When the Holy Patriarch comes to blefs his fon 
Jofeph, he exprcfles himfelf in the following emphatic 
and divine ftrain. u Jofeph is a fruitful bough $ even 
44 a fruitful bough by a well, whofe branches run 
44 over the walL The archers have forely grieved him, 
44 and (hot at him, and hated him : but his bow abode 
" in ftrength, and the arms of his hands . were made 
" ftrong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob : 
44 from thence is the Shepherd, the ftone of Ifrael ; 
44 even by the God of thy father, who (hall help thee, 
44 and by the Almighty, who (hall blefs thee with blcf- 
44 fings of heaven above, bleffings of the deep that 
44 lieth under, bleffings of the brcaft, and of the womb, 
44 The bleffings of thy father have prevailed above 
44 the bleffings of my progenitors : unto the utmoft 
44 bounds of the everlafting hills, they (hall be on the 
44 head of Jofeph, and on the crown of the head of 
44 him, that was feparate from his brethren (j)." 

In thefe prophetic and beautiful expreffions, ex- 
hibiting in the moft pleafing colours the perfonal 
character of Jofeph, and the bleffings entailed on his 
pofterity, literally fulfilled afterwards, we can perceive 
nothing but what-neceflarily fuppofes in Jofeph the 
greateft innocence of heart, the moft unimpeachable 
redtitude of conduct, and the moft gracious accept- 
ance with his Creator. No part of his condud is here 
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branded with difgrace, with the leaft appearance of 
the fmalleft guilt, or with the moft diftanc intimation 
of reproof. 

But, were the Slave-Trade as criminal in its 
nature as ic is pretended, were it a purfuit hateful in 
the fight of God, and an atrocious encroachment on 
the facred rights of juftice and humanity, would Jacob, 
or, rather, would God, who fpoke by his mouth, have 
overlooked the atrocity of a crime big with fuch an 
accumulation of guilt ? Would he have engaged his 
word to be his help and proteftion, and to bellow fuch 
a plenitude of bleffings on the crown of his head, as 
foon almoft as he had concluded that Slave-contract 
we are fpeaking of, and at the very time he was keep- 
ing in bondage fo many millions of his fellow-creatures ? 
"Would God, I fay, or could God, without a moft 
glaring oppofition to the eflential rights of his own 
juftice, have a&ed thus in the cafe of Jofeph, and at 
the fame time rebuke his brethren, Reuben, Simeon, 
and Levi, in the fevereft terms, and inflidt a lading 
punilhment on them and their pofterity (though the 
former had only one accufation againft him, and the 
two latter pleaded in juftification of their violent pro- 
ceedings the revenge due to their filter Dinah, and the 
honour of their Father's houfc (/) ), had not Jofeph's 
recent conduit in reducing fo many millions of free 
Africans to the abjeft condition of Slaves, as well as 
every other tranfaftion of his life, been perfectly agree- 
able to the invariable tenor of thofe facred Laws, of 
which he alone was the Author and Judge? 

To every one of thefe queftions there is but one 
dircdt anfwer •, which, as ic mult neceflarily be in the 
negative, mult of confequence evince to the meanelt 

capacity* 

(0 Gcjb. $4. v. 7, so, 3X. 
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opacity, that the Slave-Trade has the indifputable 
fan&ion of God in its fupport. 

XXIV. I will not conceal, or even difguife, in 
favour of the Caufe I have efpoufed, what, I appre- 
hend, will be obje&ed to the argument I have juft 
enforced, from the Scriptural account of Jofeph's ex- 
tensive purchafe of African Slaves. — It will be obje&ed, 
I prefume, that Jofeph's purchafe was not a forcible 
purchafe ; that* the Egyptians, whom he bought, of- 
fered themfelves of their own accord, and defired he 
would buy them at a certain price (v) \ and that, of 
courfe, the free and voluntary ceffion they made of 
their liberties and perfons juftified Jofeph's con- 
duct, and rendered his contract juft and valid, 
without injuring the natural rights of juft ice and hu- 
manity ; which being far otherwife in the ufual prac- 
tice of the Slave-Trade, in which perfons are fold 
and bought without their confent, the inferences drawn 
in vindication of that Trade from the pradtice of Jo- 
feph, can have no weight of conviction in fupport of 
the Slave-Trade. — No one, I truft, will tax me with 
partiality to my Caufe from the ftatement of this ar- 
gument againft myfelf : 1 have given it, I think, all 
the weight it is able to carry : how much it will weigh 
in the fcale of found and unprejudiced reafon, will foon 
appear from the following confutations. 

XXV. i . ■ I can by no means allow, that Jofeph's 
purchafe of Pharaoh's fubjc&s was not a forcible pur- 
chafe in fa£t t and in ftridtnefs of language. It is true, 
the Egyptians, themfelves, without any apparent expli- 
cit propofal on the part of Jofeph, dtfired him to buy 
them for bread: but did they ever think of making 
that offer, whilft they had any bread to eat, or any 

£ means 
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means left for buying or procuring it ? Did not Jofeph 
himfelf, prior to that offer, pave, as it were, the way 
to it, by erigrofling all the corn in the land of Egypt, 
and by felling it to them for money and cattle, till 
they had neither money nor cattle to give in exchange ? 
•— Let us hear how they addrefs themfclves to him: 
their petition will beft explain, how far their oflfcr may 
be called voluntary on their part. 4< They came un- 
" to him the fecond year, fays the facred Writer, and 
" laid unto him : We will not hide it from my Lord, 
44 how that our money is fpent \ my Lord alfo hath 
44 our herds of cattle : there is not aught* left in the 
" fight of my Lord, but our bodies and our lands. 
44 Wherefore fhall we die before thine eyes, both we 
44 and our land ? Buy us and our land for bread, and 
44 we and our land will be fervants unto Pharaoh; and 
"give us feed, that we may live and not die,. that the 
44 land be not defolate." 

Is this the language of perfons, who freely, volun- 
tarily, of their own accord, and without any compul- 
fion whatever, offer themfelves to fale ? Is it not evi- 
dent from the very words of their awn addrefs, that, 
finding themfelves reduced to the laft extremity of in- 
digence, and feeing nothing before their eyes but in- 
evitable death or flavery, they were forced, through 
dread of the former, to fubmit to the latter? And 
can there be a more forcible contraft, than that which 
is made only through fear of death, only to avoid in- 
evitable death 2 — The ceflion then made by the 
Egyptians of their liberties and perfons, was neither 
in fa£t, nor in ftri&nefs of language, nor, indeed,, in 
conformity with the Scriptural account of the circum- 
ftances attending it, a free and voluntary ceflion. Had. 
not therefore Jofeph had better grounds in the princi- 
ples of his Natural Religion, of which he was a mod 

- ftrift 
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drift crbfenrer, to allure himfelf bf the jofSce of fail 
contraft, the ceflion of the Egyptians, forcible in the 
ftricteft .propriety of the word, would never have rtn- 
dtred his Contract juft and valid in the fight of 
God, 

* 2. But even granting, for a moment, that the Egyp- 
tians did really make -a free and voluntary ceflion of 
their liberties and perfons ; I do not fee, upon what 
principle of reafon their ceflion could juftify Jofeph's 
conduct and make his purchafe lawful, if, as it is fo 
confidently aflertedi the Slave-Trade be eflcntially 
unjuft and illicit in its own nature. For, if to pur- 
chafe thofe of our own fpecies be highly criminal in 
itfclf, be an unjuft invafion on the rights of juftice 
and humanity, and diredtly oppofiteto the Sacred Laws 
of Nature, how is it poflible to conceive, that any 
ceflion whatever of the party to be purchafed fhould 
make that juft and lawful in the fight of God, which 
by his unalterable eternal laws is eflcntially the very 
reverfe? Can human agreements difpenfe in the laws 
of God ? Whatever is eflcntially unjuft and illicit to 
purchafe, muft be as eflcntially unjuft and illicit to 
fell.— The objeftion then grounded on the pretended 
voluntary ceflion of the Egyptians, however plaufible 
k may appear at firft, is utterly inconclufive and ill 
founded. 

XX.VI. I could eafily produce a greater number of 
diftinguilhed Charafters within this period of the Law 
of Nature, whofe uniform manner of acting, with 
reference to the prefent fubjed, would afford me an 
additional number of arguments in vindication of the 
Slave-Trade. But as the Sacred Book, where thofe 
great Patterns of every religious and focial virtue are 
exhibited, is in every body's hands, and, as I have 
lufficiently demonftrated, I think, from the Scriptural 

£ 2 account 
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account of two of the moft eminent Charafters with- 
in the fame period, that the Slave-Trade has the in* 
difputable fan&ion of Divine Authority, and is in ex- 
aft conformity with the principles of the Law of Na- 
ture, as delineated in the Sacred Writings of the Word 
of God, I (hall now proceed to demonftrate in the 
fubfequent Se&ion, that it is equally conformable to 
the principles of the Mofeic Law* 



SECTION 
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SECTION II. 

Scriptural Refearcbes on the licitnefs of the Slave-Trade, 
Jbewing its conformity with the principles of the Mo* 
faic Law delineated in the Sacred Writings. 

I. r TH H E Mofaic Law, called alfo the Written 
X. Law, and the Mofaic Difpenfation, fucceed- 
ed the Difpenfation of the Law of Nature : not, as 
if, by the publication of the former (a ), the latter had 
been totally abrogated, or fuffered the leaft relaxation 
in any of its laws, which are of perpetual obligation j 
but becaufe the Almighty willing to eftablilh a Cove- 
nant with his Chofen People, the Children of Ifrael, 
added to the former obligations fuch other ftatutes, 
Laws, and ceremonies, as were to diftinguifh them 
from every other Nation in the World. . This Law 
is very frequently called, even in Scripture, the Law 
of Mofes (£), and Mofes is faid to have been the Law- 
giver or the Legiflator of the Children of Ifrael ; not 
becaufe it was framed by him, but becaufe the Al- 
mighty delivered it to them through his miniftry, and 
he committed it to writing. How long this Law wa$ 
in force from the firft promulgation of it, has been the 
fubjeft of much inquiry among the Learned : but, 
without entering now into a critical difcuflion of this 
controverted point, we may fafely venture to fix that 
period, without either advantage or prejudice to the 
Subjeft of our Refearches, to the time of the Apoftles 
Council held at Jerufalem, in which the Law of Cir- 
cumcifion and other Legal obfervances were, by an 

exprefs 

(a) Exod. c. 29, &c. 
(4) Jofh, C. 8. v. 31, 3a. Ibid. 33. 6. I. Kings, a. 3. 
H, Kings, %% % 35. 
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cxprcfs Decree of that Council, declared unnecefiary 
to Salvation, and confequently of no further obliga- 
tion (c). This Council, according to the- computa- 
tion of Archbifhop Ufher, was held in the Year of the 
World 4055 ; and as the Law was prcmulged in the 
Year 2513, according to the chronological computa- 
tion of the fame Author ; it follows, that the Law of 
Mofes, or the Mofaic Difpenfation, continued in force 
1542 Years, 

II. Now, before I proceed to (hew, that the Laws 
and Principles of this fecond Divine Difpenfation 6f 
Religion, not only never prohibited the Slave-Trade, 
but gave, on the contrary, a pofitive fandtion to the 
profecution of it ; I judge neceffary to apj rize the 
Reader, that the arguments I mean to enforce in vin- 
dication of the Slave-Trade, as confined to this 
fecond period of true Religion, fhall be entirely 
grounded on fuch written laws and principles of inter- 
nal moral reftitude, as eonftitu ted the true morality of 
that Religion * and not on fuch Legal obfervances and 
practices, as were peculiar to it, and conftituted only 
the ritual, typical, or ceremonial part of its frame. 
The following decifive inftances of the former fort, 
will, without producing others, be fufficient, I hope, 
to eftablifli my aflertion beyond the power of reply, 

EXODUS. 

III. It is lingular enough, that the very firft Law f 
or Judgement, in the Scripture language, enafted bj 
God himfelf immediately after he had delivered the 

. Ten Commandments to his People, fliould be fefpfcft- 
ing the Slave-Trade •, and that alfo with the addi- 
tional circumftance of not reftraining them from pur- 
chafing their own brethren, their own flefh and blood ! 

^Thefe 

(r) A6U, 15 1, &c. 
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" Thefc arc the judgements, fays God to Mofes, which 
** thou (halt fet before them. If thou buy an Hebrew 
€< Servant, fix years he (hall ferve, and in the feventh 
" he (hall go out free for nothing. If he came in by 
<€ himlelf, he (hall go out by himfelf ; if he were - 
<fc married, then his wife (hall go out with him. If 
44 his M after have given him a wife, and (he have 
4C borne him fons and daughters ; the wife and her 
u children (hall be her Matter's, and he fhall go out 
" by himfelf'^)." 

IV. Here, it is evident in the firft place, that, how- 
ever limited the time was of the Slavery of an He- 
brew, he was yet in the drifted fenfe of the word a 
true and real Slave for the time ; for he was his Maf- 
ter's property, bought for a certain price; and his 
Mafter, on this account, had an undoubted right and 
power to fell him again to another perfon before the 
expiration of that time. But, were the Slave-Trade, 
or the purchafing of thofe of our own fpecies, and 
dealing in human flefh, a purfuit of that heinous and 
crying nature, as to be eflentially unlawful, eflentially 
incompatible with the principles of reafon, nature, and 
true Religion, would God, Juftice and San&ity itfelf, 
have authorized the praftice of it with fo pofitive, fo 
manifeft, fo explicit a fendtion, I do not fay for the 
fpace of fix years, but even for a fingle moment, at 
the very time he was making his Holy Covenant with 
his chofen People, and teaching them the very prin- 
ciples of true Religion ? 

Again : the Hebrew, thus bought by his Brother, 
and reduced to the condition of a Slave, under the 
exprefs fandlion of God, was a Child of the Circum- 
cifion : now, Circumcifion, under the-Mofaic Difpen- 
fation, was a folemn, religious Rite, anfwering that of. 

BaptHm 

(</) Exod. c. si. v. x— 4. 
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Baptifm in the Chriftian Law : it was a token of the 
Covenant between God and his People (e)> as eflen- 
tially requifite in every male perfon, who hoped for 
acceptance with God (/.*, as is Baptifm in the Cove- 
nant of the New Law. If then, notwithftanding the 
prerogative of Circumcifion, which made the profef- 
ibrs of the Mofaic Law true Children of God, true 
believers, and members of his Church, a free circum- 
cifed Ifraelite was ftill fubjeft to the law of human 
bondage or flavery, and that even under the dominion 
of one of his own Communion and Church ; from 
what maxim or principle of true Religion and jufticc 
does it follow, that a Slave, once admitted into the 
Covenant of the New Law, acquires by his admiflion 
a right to his emancipation from human bondage ? that 
is, a right to deprive his Matter of his property ? 

In fine ; it is manifeft from the very letter of the 
Law juft quoted, that, even in the Cafe of an Hebrew 
reduced to the condition of a Slave for a limited time, 
the Matter's purchafe of that Slave was fo effentially 
juft and lawful in every part of it, that, though, by- 
an efpecial ordinance of God peculiar to that People 
only, the Slave was to be releafed from bondage in- 
the feventh year, or the year of the Jubilee •, yet the 
right of property, acquired by that purchafe, was de- 
clared by God to be lb vetted in the Matter, that, if 
the Mailer had given a wife to his Slave, that is, if the 
Slave had married a wife during the time of his fervi- 
tnde with the confent of his Matter, both (he and her 
children, if he had any by her, became the Matter's 
property for ever : in which Cafe, it is worth obfet- 
ying, that the Slave thus emancipated, though a mem- 
ber of the true Church, was ordered to go out by bim- 
f(lf y and leave; his wile and children behind.— A. fepa», 
*. *4 ration 

(r) Ger. c 17. v. u. (fj Gen^ 17. 14. 
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ration this between hulband and wife, father and chil- 
dren, well deferving the particular attention of every 
religious and humane advocate for African Liberty ! — 
And can any one after this entertain the moft diftant 
doubt on the licitnefs of the Slave-Trade, fo pofi- 
tively, fo unequivocally, fo ftrongly authorized by this 
written ordinance of the Word of God ? 

LEVITICUS. 
V. The farther I proceed in my Scriptural Re- \ 
fearches, the ftronger the Evidences appear to me in / 
favour of the Slave-Trade. Indeed, I have every"** 
encouragement given me in this Sacred Book of Levi- 
ticus to advance a ftep farther, and maintain, that 
the Slave-Trade, has not only the fanclion of Divine 
Authority in its fupport, but was alfo pofitively en- \ 
couraged ( I had almoft faid, commanded ) by that 
Authority, under the Difpenfation of the Mofaic Law. 
The following plain and explicit words of one of the 
laws refpe&ing that Trade, and regiftered in this 
Book, can admit of no other conftru&ion. 

" Both thy bond-men and bond- maids, fays the 5«- 
c< preme Law-giver* which thou (halt have, (hall be 
«* of the heathen that are round about you ; of them 
" (hall ye buy bond-men and bond-maids. More- 
" over, of the Children of the Strangers that do fo- 
" journ among you ; of them (hall ye buy ; and of 
« 4 their families that are with you, which they begat 
* in your land : and they (hall be your pofleflion. 
*' And ye (hall take them as an inheritance for your 
* c children after you to inherit them for a pofleflion j 
" they (hall be your bond-men for ever (g). n 

VI. If there be meaning in language, or fenfe in 
words, here is certainly a Law ena&ed by Divine Au- 
thority, which docs not only give a moft pofitive and 

F unexceptionable 

(g) Leviticuf, c. 25. Vt 44*— +6« 
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unexceptionable fan&ion to the licitnefs of the Slave- 
Trade, but feems farther to lay, as it were, an injunc- 
tion on the Children of Ifrael to profecute that Traf- 
fic under no other reftri&ion whatever, but that of 
confining their purchafes of perpetual Slaves to the 
heathen round about them, and the Strangers, that ib- 
journed among them; for the words of the Law-giver 
evidently imply more than a mere permiffion or leave : 
He does not fay, fpeaking of the Heathen and Sojour- 
ners, Of them May ye buy bond- men and bond-maids^ 
but, of them Shall ye buy bond-men and bond-maids. 

Again :. the words of this Law, and they are the 
words of God, do exprefsly declare, that Slaves thus 
purchafed from the Heathen and Sojourners among 
them, lliall be the Poffejfion^ that is, the real and law- 
ful property, of the purchaiers : a property fo ftridlly 
their own, that they fhall bequeath it to their Chil- 
dren at their death, as a part of their juft and lawful 
inheritance, a part of their paternal eftate, an eftate 
for ever, for they Jhall be your bond- men for tver^ fays 
the Law : that is, an hereditary eftate with all the 
emoluments arifing from it; and, confequently, with 
all the children born from them, agreeably to the te- 
hour of that Law of Exodus, which has been explain- 
ed in the IV th Number of this Section; for other- 
wife the children of a Heathen Slavfe or a Strangejf 
would have enjoyed a privilege, which an Hebrew 
Slave was denied, though a Slave only for a limite4 
time. 

VII. From this molt decifive, moft explicit, and 
Irrefragable authority of the Written Word of God f 
vifibly encouraging the profecution of the Slave- 
Trade, and declaring in the moft categorical hrt* 
guage that words can devife, that a Slave is the real t 
indisputable, and lawful property of the purchafer and 
his heirs for ever, it neceffarily follows by force of 
15 m _. v _ .. confluence, 
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confequence, that either the Slave-Trade muft be in 
its own intrinfic nature a juft and an honeft Trade, and 
by no means deferving thofe harfh epithets and names 
with which it is fo frequently branded and degraded ; 
or, that, if it does ftill deferve thofe odious names an<J 
epithets in confequence of its intrinfic turpitude and 
immorality, the Almighty did fo far forget himfelf, 
when he made the above Law, as to patronize a mani- 
feft injuftice, encourage a mod criminal violation of' 
his other laws, and give his facred fanftion to what 
humanity itfelf muft for ever abhor and deteft. — As 
there can be no medium betwixt thefe two unavoidable 
inferences, and the latter is one of the mod daring 
blafphemies that the human heart can conceive, I leave 
the religious Reader to judge for himfelf, which fide 
of the Qucftion is the fafeft to embrace. 

JOSHUA. 

VIII. The prudent and well concerted ftratagem of 
the inhabitants of Gibeon, with all the circumftances 
attending its final iflue, fo minutely defcribed in the 
IX th Chapter of this Sacred Book, will, when viewed 
in its proper light, add no fmall weight of Authority to 
the juftice of the Slave-Trade. The Scriptural ac- 
count of this entertaining tranfa&ion, long as it may 
appear to fome, cannot well be contra&ed, without 
injuring its beautiful texture: the following is a literal 
tranfeript of it. 
v. 3, And when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard 

what Jofhua had done unto Jericho, and to At, 

4. They did work wilily, and went and made as if 
they had been Ambafladors, and took old facks up- 
on their affes, and wine- bottles, old, and rent and 
bound up : 

5. And old flioes, and clouted upon their feet, and old 
garments upon them : and all the bread of their 
provifion was dry and mouldy. 

F 2 6. And 
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6. And they went to Jofhua, unto the Camp of Gilgal, 
and faid unto him, and to the men of Ifrael : we 
be come from a far country ; now therefore make ye 
a league with us. 

7. And the men of Ifrael faid unto theHivites : per- 
adventure ye dwell among us, and how (hall we 
make a league with you ? 

8. And they laid unto Jofhua : , we are thy fervants. 
And Jofhua faid unto them : who are ye ? and from 
whence come ye ? 

9. And they faid unto him : from a very far country 
thy feryants are come,. becaufe of the name pf. the 
Lord thy God; for we have heard of the fame of 
him, and all that he did in Egypr, 

10. And all that he did to the two Kings of the Amo- 
rites, that were beyond Jordan, to Sihon King of 
Hefhbon, and to Og King of Bafhan, which was at 
Afhtaroth. 

j i. Wherefore our Elders and all the Inhabitants of 
our country fpake to us, faying: take victuals with 
you for the journey, and go to meet them, and fay 
unto them: we are your fervants: therefore now 
make ye a league with us. 

12. This our bread we took hot for our provifion out 
of ogr houfes, on the day we came forth to go unto 
you •, but now behold, it is dry, and it is mouldy. 

13. And thefe bottles of wine which were filled, were 
new ; and behold, they be rent ; and thefe our gar- 
ments and our fhoes are becoipe old, by reafon of 
the very long journey. 

J4. And the men took of their viduals, and afked not 

counfel at the mouth of the Lord, 
j 5. And Joihua made peace with them, and made a 

league with them, to let them live : and the Prince^ 

of the Congregation fwarc unto them, 

1 6. And 
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1 6. And it came to pafs at the end of three days, after 
they had made a league with them, that they heard 
that they were neighbours, and that they dwelt among 
them. 

17. And the Children of Ifracl journeyed, and came 
into their Cities on the third clay : now their Cities 
were Gibeon, and Chephirah, and Beeroth, and 
Kiriath-jearim. 

18. And the Children of Ifrael fmote them not, becaufe 
the Princes of the Congregation had fworn unto 
them by the Lord God of Ifrael : and all the Con* 
gregation murmured againft the Princes. 

19. But all the Princes faid unto all the Congregation : 
We have fworn unto them by the Lord God of 
Ifrael : now therefore we may not touch them. 

20. This we will do them ; we will even let them live, 
left wrath be upon us, becaufe of the oath which we 
fware unto them. 

2i. And the Princes faid unto them: let them live 
(but let them be hewers of wood, and drawers of 
water unto all the Congregation), as the Princes had 
promifed them. 

22. And Joftiua called for them, and he fpake unto 
them, faying : wherefore have ye beguiled us, faying, 
We are very far from you ? when ye dwell among 
us. 

23. Now therefore ye are curfed, and there fhall none 
of you be freed from being bond-men, and hewers 
of wood, and drawers of water for the houfe of my 
God. 

24. And they anfwered Jofliua, and faid : becaufe it 
was certainly told thy fervants, how that the Lord 
thy God commanded his fervant Mofes to give you 
all the land, and to dcftroy all the inhabitants of the 
land from before you, therefore we were fore afraid 

of 



[ 46 ] 

of our lives, bccaufc of you, and have done this 
thing. 
35. And now, behold, we are in thine hand : as it 
feemeth good and right unto thee to do unto us, do. 

26. And fo did he unto them, and delivered them out 
of the hand of the Children of lfracl, and they flew 
them not. . 

27. And Joftiua made them that day hewers of wood, 
and drawers of water for the Congregation, and for 
the Altar of the Lord, even unto this day, in the 

• place which he fhould chufe. 

IX. The following obfervations feem to arife fpon- 
taneoufly from the circumftances related in this ifr- 
terefting portion of Scripture. 

1. The Gibeonites were in the number of thofc in- 
habitants of the Land of Canaan, who, by the exprefo 
command of God, were to be utterly proicribed, and 
driven out of the Land, by the Children of Ifrael : 
^bou /halt make no covenant with them, nor with their 
Gods, faid the Almighty to his People ; they /hall not 
dwe J l in thy Land (h). 

2. To ward this impending doom, of which they 
were well apprized, as appears from their reply to 
Jolhua, they had recourfe to a ftratagem, which, for 
want of Jo(hua confulting the divine Oracle, fucceeded 
to the utmoft of their wiflies ; for they made a league, 
and a treaty of peace and amity with Jofhua and his 
People •, and by virtue of this National Treaty, which 
was confirmed to them with the folemn fan&ion of an 
path, and never annulled, but rather ratified in the 
fequel by God himfelf, they were exempted from the 
general doom, and became in every fenfe of the word 
free allies and friends to the Children of Ifrael. — In- 
deed, the fentiments of Religion and humility, fo 

viftble 

(&) ExoJ. c. »3» v. 31— -33. 
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vifible both in their firft addrefs and their reply to Jo- 
flma's charge, and their not joining in the general 
league of the neighbouring Kings, who all combined 
with one accord to fight againft IiVael (*), fpeak a fenfe 
of repentance, which might have induced the Al- 
mighty to reverfe his fentence, and fuffer their ftrata- 
gem to fucceed. 

3. As ibon as this was difcovered, we find, that 
the Gibeonites were ail configned by Jofhua to per- 
petual Slavery, unto this day \ that is, with all their 
pofterity; notwithftanding the fentence of profcrip- 
tion, the only one that the Almighty had pronounced 
againft them, and was to be executed by Joftiua, had 
been entirely reverfed ; notwithftanding they had eve- 
ry claim, by virtue of the recent Treaty they had lb 
folemnly concluded with him and his people, to all 
the privileges and franchifes of free Allies. 

X, To fay, that the fentence of death pronounced 
againft the Gibeonites in feveral places of Scripture (k) 9 
was afterwards changed by the Almighty into that of 
perpetual and hereditary bondage or flavery, is to ad- 
vance what is never to be found in any part of the 
Sacred Records ; from the whole tenour of which ic 
appears manifeft, that the perpetual bondage, to which 
they were configned with all their pofterity, was the 
fole aft and deed of Jofhua, fuggefted apparently by 
the Princes of the Congregation of Ifrael, who, pri- 
or to Jofhua's curfe upon them, in order to filence the 
murmurs of the multitude, had declared their inten- 
tion of employing the Gibeonites in the ferviie occu- 
pation of hewers of woody and drawers of water unto 
all the Congregation. 

Now, had Jofhua's fentence of perpetual bondage 
been only a commutation of that of death, to whicfc 
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the Almighty had condemned the Gibeonites, had it 
not been lawful in itfelf, on other accounts, to reduce 
the innocent as well as the guilty to the condition of 
Slaves •, the fentence of perpetual bondage pronoun- 
ced by Jofhua, ought, one would imagine, to have 
extended no farther, than the perfons of the Gibeonites 
then living, any more than did the fentence of death, 
in lieu of which that of perpetual bondage is faid to 
have been fubftituted. The Qavery then of their in- 
nocent pofterity, at lead, cannot be faid to have been 
in lieu of death, to which certainly they had never 
been condemned. 

•It being therefore evident from the uniform tenour 
of the Sacred Writings, that neither the reduftion of 
the Gibeonites then living, nor that of their guiltlefs 
dcfcendants, yet unborn, to perpetual Slavery, was 
ever condemned by any mark or intimation whatever 
of God's difpleafure, but manifeftly ratified in the fe- 
quel by feveral undoubted aflurances of his divine 
approbation •, it is eafy to conclude, whether the re- 
ducing of the innocent as well as the guilty part of our 
fellow-creatures to the condition of Slaves, or even 
to hereditary bondage or Slavery, be in its own na*> 
ture licit or illicit, criminal or juft. 

XL As a mark of the Almighty's undoubted ap- 
probation of Jofhua's conduft in the tranfaftion juft 
before us, we find in the continuation of this hiftory 
(/), that He even fecured to his People the poffeflion 
of thefe Slaves, and their pofterity, by a mort fignal 
viftory, which he enabled them to obtain over five 
Kings of the Amorites •, who, in confequence of the 
Gibeonites having made a league and a treaty of peace 
with Jofhua 'and his People, joined all their forces 
againft them, and made a vigorous attempt to invade 

this 
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this new acquifition of the Children of Ifrael, The 
exertions of his divine power for fecuring to his Peo- 
ple this new acquired property of Slaves were fo won- 
derfully great, that he even fought in Per/on againft 
the invaders ; for " The Lord, fays the Sacred Writer^ 
ic difcomfitted them before Ifrael, and flew them with 
" a great (laughter at .Gibeon, and chafed them along 
c< the way that goeth up to Bethhoron, and fmote them 
" to Azekah, and unto Makkedah. And it came 
** to pafs, as they fled from before Ifrael, and were in 
" the going down to Bethhoron, that the Lord caft 
" down great ftones from heaven upon them unto 
* c Azekah, and they died : they were more which died 
** with hailftones, than they whom the Children of 
<f Ifrael flew with the fword (*»)." 

And, in order to render the vidtory ftill more com- 
plete, and the part he took in defending the rights of 
his people oyer the Gibeonites more vifible to the 
whole world, he even wrought a miracle of the moil 
Angular kind; for, barkning, as the Sacred Page ex- 
prefles it, unto the voice of a Man* that is, of Jofhua, 
who, in the heat of adtion, ordered the Sun to ft and ftill 
upon Gibeon^ and the Moon in the valley of AjcAon % he 
(bayed them both about a whole day, until the People 
had avenged tbemfelves upon their enemies (n) 9 for at* 
tempting to deftroy the inhabitants of Gibeon their, 
bond-flaves. • 

XII. If thefe wonderful achievements of the power 
of God in favour of his chofen People in the very cafe 
of proteding the perfons, whom they had fo lately re- 
duced to perpetual and hereditary bondage, are not 
to be confidercd as fo many evident teftimonies of his 
divine approbation of the immediate objeft of the 
Slave-Trade, and a pofitive fan&ion to the licitnefs 
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<jf it, but are (till conftftent with any intrinfic morkl 
turpitude inherent to the nature of that Trade ; the 
abettors of this opinion muft neceffarily maintain, 
that the Supreme Ruler of the Univerfe, in direct op- 
pofition to his own eflential attributes and perflations, 
m manifeft contradi&ion with his own moral laws and 
commandments, and in vindication of ill-gotten pro- 
perty, difplayed to the World the moft extraordinary 
exertions of his Omnipotence, and difturbed the very 
courfe of Nature to make it fubfervient to the vileft 
of purpofes, injuftice and oppreffion. — As the in- 
ference is as blafphemous as it is neceflary, the very 
mentioning of it will, I flatter myfelf, be Efficient to 
determine the judgement of any religious and candid 
Reader in favour of the inherent moral licitnefs of the 
Slave-Trade. 

XIII. I have, I think, fufficiently proved from the 
Scriptural Paflages I have produced m the fetfes of 
this Second Part» that the Slave-Trade has the 
pofitive fanftion of Divine Authority in its fupport, 
and is perfe&ly confonant to the Principles of the 
Mofaic Difpenfatbn delineated in the Sacred Writings- 
of the Word of God. "' ■ T 

I have, however, 4 this one thing to cibferve before 
1 proceed to the Third Part, in order to preclude 
every avenue to groundlefs objections ; that there is 
not a Place in all the Writings of the Word of God, 
whether of the Old or of the New Testament, that 
does fo much as'infinuate in the moft: diftant manner^ 
that the Slaves bought either within the period of the 
Law of Nature, that of the Mofaic Difpcnfation, or that' 
of the Chriftian Law, were to ferve during a certain 
number of years and no longer, except the Hebrew 
Slaves ; who, for reafons peculiar only to that People, 
and not applicable even to Chriftian Slaves, were to 
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ferve no longer than fix years in die capacity 6F Brind- 
Slaves. In every other cafe, the words Bond-maw, 
Bond-woman, Bond-maid, Bond-servant, Servant 
p nde* the' yoke, imply, in the Scripture-language, 
perpetual and unlimited bondage, bondage for lift, 
both of the male and female reduced to that condition, 
and even of their poftericy or children, if they had 
any.— Nor is there one inftance to be tnet with in 
the Sacred Volumes, of the manumiffion or emart- 
cipation of a Slave of either fex, except of the He- 
brew race, who ever obtained releafe from bondage, 
on account of having ferved any determinate number off 
years. : 

The difmiflion of Hagar, bond-woman to Abra- 
ham, from her Matter's houfe, is fo far from being an 
inftance of this kind, that every circumftance attend- 
ing her difcharge feems to prove the very reverfe (o). 
She wasfent away by Abraham, at the earned felicita- 
tion of his wife Sarai, whofe counfel the Almighty 
ordered him to follow : but the reluctance he fhewed 
to turn her out of his houfe, when it was firft propofed 
to him by Sarai, for the thing was very grievous in bis 
fight (or, according to the Original, The word was 
very bad in the eyes of Abraham)* and the reafon of her 
difmiflion, evidently fhew that her difcharge was not 
in confequence of any contraft whatever, by which (he 
was bound to ferve a determinate number of years and 
no longer, there being not the leaft intimation given 
in the Sacred Hiftory of any fuch contract or agree- 
ment, but becaufe her fon's behaviour to Ifaac, the 
promifed and, right Heir of the Family, was exceed- 
ingly odious and very alarming to Sarai *, who, dreading 
the confequences of Ifhmael's ferfecution of young Ifaac, 
for fo the Apoftle ftylcs it (/>), infilled on his being 
taft out together with his mother Hagar. 

G 2 XIV. The 

(o) Gen. at. v. 9—14* (p) Galat, ft 4. v. 29. 



i 5* 1 

XIV. Thi Scriptural acceptation and extent of the 
word Bondage, and the relatives to it, being thus 
fixed and afcertained from the very letter and uniform 
tenour of Scripture itfelf, no arguments whatever, 
grounded on the true and real fenfe in which that word 
and its relatives are ufed in the Sacred Page, will ever 
evince, that a Slave, within the period of any of the 
Three Difpenfations of true Religion mentioned in the 
Sacred Annals of the Word of God, not born an He- 
brew, was ever bound by contradt or othcrwife to ferve 
only a limited number of years, at the expiration of 
which he obtained his freedom, and was left at liberty 
to chufe for himfclf. 



SECTION 
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SECTION III. 

Scriptural Re/ear cbes on the licitnefs of the Slave-Trade* 
Jhewing its conformity with the principles of the 

. Chriftian Difpenfation delineated in the Sacred Writ- 
ings. 

I. T^HE Chriftian Difpenfation, called frequent- 
X ty the Chriftian Law, the Law of thrift, the 
Chriftian Religion, the Law of Grace, the New Law, 
and the New Covenant or the New Teftament, is that 
molt fublime and perfeft Syftem of Faith and Mora- 
lity, which the Eternal Wifdom of the Father, Chrift 
Jefus our Lord, both preached in Perfon, and fcaied 
with his precious blood. As this New Law and Gof- 
pel of falvation is to remain in full force until the 
confummation of all things, or till time fhall be no 
more, it is not in the power of any creature to afcer- 
tain the exaft time of its duration and exiftence from* 
the firft promulgation of it ; for Of that day, and 
that hour knowetb no man, no not the Angels which are 
in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father {a). 

II. The principal tranfaftions relative to this New 
Law are regiftered in the feveral infpired Writings, 
that compofe the Sacred Volume commonly ftyled 
The New Testament. The principles and moral 
duties of perpetual obligation refpefting Right and 
Wrong, Jujlice and Injuftice, regiftered in this Sacred 
Volume, being evidently dictated by the Holy Spirit 
of God, and God himfelf, cannot confidently with 
the efiential infallibility of his eternal Wifdom, bear 
the lead oppofition to the principles and moral duties 
of perpetual obligation refpe&ing, in like manner, 
Right and Wrongs Jujlice and Injujiice, dictated by the 
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fame infallible Spirit, and regiftered in the feveral 
infpired Writings, that compofe the Sacred Volume 
commonly ftyled The Old Testament, comprehend. 
ing fuch tranfadtions, as relate to both the Natural 
and the Mofaic Laws. — Were it poflible to be other- 
wife, God would not be confident with himfelf, and 
the Religion of the New Teftament, inftead of be- 
ing the perfe&ion and accomplifhmem, would be the 
reproach and condemnation of both the former Laws, 
Natural and Mofaic, on the truth of which its very 
cixiftence depends. 

III. From this undeniable pofition it follows necef- 
farily, that, as the Writings of both the Teftaments 
have the fame weight of Authority, eflcntially inca- 
pable of contradi&ing itfelf, in fupport of thofe prin- 
ciples and decifions, enafted and regiftered in their 
refpedtive Records, concerning the intrinfic morality 
or immorality of human actions, whatever is declared 
in the One to be intrinfically good or bad, juft or un- 
.juft, licit or illicit, muft inevitably be fo according to 
the principles of the Other. — If, therefore, the Slave- 
Trade appears, as, I truft, it does, from the preced- 
ing train of Scriptural arguments, in perfeft harmony 
with the principles and decifions of the Word of God, 
regiftered in the Sacred Writings of the Old Tefta- 
tnent, refpedling the intrinfic nature of that Trade, 
this, of courfe, can bear no oppofition to, but muft 
aeceflarily be in equal perfeft harmony with, the prin- 
ciples and decifions of the Word of God refpe&ing 
Right and Juftice, regiftered in the Sacred Writings of 
the New. 

This general but forcible argument, were it even 
unfupported by any collateral evidences from the 
Writings of the New Teftament, would be folly faffik 
cient to verify toy third and laft alfertion refpeftmg 

the 



the Licitnefs of the Slave-Trade, as perfe&ly cori** 
formable to the principles of the Chriftian Difpen* 
fation. 

IV. I have been the more particular in bringing 
this laft part of my Scriptural Refearchte to this cen- 
tral point of view, as I have more than one reafon to 
apprehend, that feveral of my Readers will be apt to 
imagine, that, by the eftablifliment of the Chriftian 
Religion, the Law of Mofes was wholly abolifhed and 
annulled in every part of it, and to every intent and 
purpofe, both typical and moral, of its original in- 
ftitution •, and that, of courfe, the arguments drawn 
in vindication of the Slave-Trade from the Writ- 
ings of the Old Teftament, can have no weight of 
conviftion or authority with perfons, who are fubjefl: 
to no other Laws and Ordinances, but thofe of a Dik 
penfation, by which that was entirely laid afide. 

V. True as this affertion is with refpeft to the ri- 
tual, typical, and ceremonial part of the Mofaic Law, 
which, in this fenfe, is now utterly abolilhed, and no 
longer obligatory to the Profefibrs of the Gofpel, it 
is not. lefs erroneous and falfe with refpedt to thofe 
fundamental principles of righteoufnefs enafted in 
that Ilaw, which relate to the mtrinfic morality or 
immorality, licitnefs or illicitnefs of human aftions* 
which, from the invariable nature of Right and Wrong* 
Jujiice. .and Injuftice % muft- be of perpetual obligation, 
and as unchangeable as God himfelf •, who never did, 
nor ever could alter by any Difpenfation whatever 
thofe eternal principles and laws, which are the very 
bafis and foundation of true Religion, and confe- 
quently of the Religion of Chrift. 

We have no lefs an authority in confirmation of this 

indifputable Do&rine, than the very words of the Son 

of God, who, in that divine Sermon on the Mount, 
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in which he gave his Difciples a moft minute and cir- 
cumftantial account of the principles and tenets of his 
Gofpel, condemned the above erroneous opinion in the 
molt explicit terms, and forbade them even to think 
of it : Think not, faid he, that I am come to deftroy 
the Law or the Prophets ; / am not come to deftroy but 
to fulfil '(h). 

It was on the principle of this Doftrine of the Son 
of God, and on purpofe to guard againft every excep- 
tion to arguments drawn from the Writings of the Old 
Teftament in favour of the Slave-Trade, which fome 
perfons would be apt to make in confequence of the 
above erroneous opinion, that t efpecially apprized the 
Reader in the II A Number of the laft Section, that 
the arguments I meant to enforce in that Se&ion in 
vindication of that Trade, would be entirely grounded, 
as they certainly are, on fuch written and explicit laws 
?nd principles of internal moral re&itude, as confti- 
tuted the true iporality of the Mofaic Difpenfation, 
and not on fuch Legal obfervances and practices, as 
were peculiar to it, and conftituted only the ritual, 
typical, or ceremonial part of its frame. 

VI. The permanent and indefedtible authority of 
the Old Teftament, and the neceflary conformity of 
the New with the principles and declarations of the 
former refpefting the intrinfic nature, of Right and. 
Wrongs Juftice and Injuftice, being thus firmly, efta- 
blifhed and afcertained ; I fhall now proceed, for ar- 
gument's fake, to fubftantiate in a more particular 
manner the merits of the prefent Controversy with re- 
ference to the principles and tenets of the New Tef- 
tament •, which, from the unanfwerable, thojugh ge- 
neral, argument juft enforced, appears already to give 
a fanftion to the licitnefs of the Slave-Trade, the: 
intrinfic morality of which is fo evidently warranted 
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by thofe invariable principles and decisions of the Old, 
with which, as proved before* it muft necefiarily 



agree, 



VIL That there Is nothing in the Writirtgs of the 
New Teftament, that can be produced in juftificattoti 
of the Slave-Trade, has been confidently aflerted by 
many; and from this fitppofed fileme of the Infpircd 
Writers, they have as confidently concluded, that the 
profeflbrs of Ghriftianity are not juftifiable in profe* 
cuting a Trade, which, not having, in their opinion, 
the Sandtion of the New Teftament, muft of cdurfe 
be efientially oppofire to the principles of true Chrifti- 
anity, which forbids in the mod explicit terms, and 
under the fevered punilhments, all adts of injuftice, 
unnauralnefs, and oppreflion. 

VIII. The ftronger this inference, founded indeed 
on a falfe fuppofiiion, appears to the advocates for 
African Liberty againft the licitnefs of the Slave^ 
Trade, the more powerful the following arguments 
muft appear to them ; which, from the fame negative 
principle, not of fuppofed^ but real* filence refpedting 
the pretended illicitnefs of it, amounting in fadt to a 
pofitive fandtion in our Cafe, feem manifeftly to evince, 
that the Slave-Trade bears no oppofition whatever to 
the principles of the Chriftian Law. 
• i. If the Writings of the New Teftament mention 
nothing, as it is falfely fuppofed, in vindication of the 
Slave-Trade, neither do they in reality and ttutb 
mention any thing in condemnation of it •, if then the 
fitppofed filence of the Infpired Writers refpedting the 
licitnefs of that Trade, that is, their not mentioning 
that Trade at all, as it is fuppofed 9 can be brought as 
sfn argument of its moral inconfiftency with the prin- 
ciples of true Chriftianity; the real filence of the 
fame refpedting the pretended illicitnefs of it, that is, 
their not condemning the Trade at all, though pub- 
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lickly pra&ifed in their time, and by the very perforcs 
whom they were deputed to teach the principles and 
duties of Chrittianity, muft be a ftronger argument 
by far of the inherent moral conformity of the Slave- 
Trade with the principle* and tenets of the Religion 
of Chrift : for it fhews in the ftrongeft light, that the 
firft Teachers of Chriftianity, who were alfo the In- 
fpired Writers of the New Teftament, never con fidered 
the Slave-Trade, or had been taught by their Mat 
ter toconfider it, as an infra&ion of any of the prin* 
ciples or moral precepts of his GofpeL 

2. In effeft; this conftant and uniform filence of the 
Sacred Writers of the New Teftament in a matter of 
fuch public notoriety ; I mean their never difapproving 
the pra&ice of a Trade, in which the rights of Chriftian 
juftice and humanity arefaid to be fo materially injured, 
ought to attraft the particular attention of every impart 
tial inquirer into the merits of the prefent Controverfy. 
. It is an abiblute fafr, attefted by all Hiftorians, both 
Sacred and Prophane, that at the very time that Chrif- 
tianity made its appearance in the World, as well as at 
the time that the Apoftles and Difciplcs of Chrift were 
employed in preaching and propagating throughput 
the World his holy Gofpel and Dodtrine, both before 
and after the fame had been committed to writing,. that 
is, before and after the New Teftament was written, 
that the pradlice of Slavery, or the Slave-Trade, v?as* 
univcrfally adopted by the very Nations to whom they: 
brought the glad tidings of falvation, and who, through 
kith, repentance, and obedience to the maxims and doc* 
trine they preached, were received into the Covenant of 
reconciliation and grace; and yet it is not lefs certain frQrn 
the conftant tenour of the Sacred Writings of the New 
Teftament, that defifting from the profecution of the 
Slave-Trade, or. manumitting thofe who were in ac- 
tual bondage, was never declared by any of the Apof- 
tles 
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lies or firft TetthM'of Chriftianity to be a neceflkry 
term of Salvation or acceptance with God, or in ih* 
difperifable duty of a follower of Chrift. "* 

But were the Trade fo diametrically oppofire to-tfcS 
principles of Chriftianity, as it is aflerted, wire it i 
mo$ unjuftifiable ufurpation of the facred rights <st 
juftice and humanity, would the Apoftles have fuffer- 
cd thole facred rights to be thus invaded and trampled 
upon with impunity, without fo much- as fignifying 
to thole, whom they were commiffioned to teach the 
Gofpel of righteoufnefsand peace, of love and charity; 
that it was in open contradiction wifch- the principles 
and precepts of that Gofpel ? '• ' 

3. Infine : this manner df reafoning to prove tjic 
moral conformity of the Slave-Trade with the prih* 
ciples of the Chriftian Difpenfation, acquires a degree 
of irrcfiftible force, when applied to the conduft of 
bur Blcffed Saviour in his public charadter of Founded 
and Teacher of the New Law; for though he em- 
braced every opportunity of reproving in the fevefeft 
terms fuch irreligious abufes as were pra&ifed by the 
Jews, and of re&ifying fuch falfe glofles, tradition*, 
and comments, as had been added by them to the Law 
of Mofes; yet he never once condemned, reproved, 
or even hinted the leaft difapprobation of the pra&ict 
of Slavery, fo generally adopted in his time : no, qpt 
even in his Divine Sermon on the Mount, in which h© 
fpoke on fet purpofe of the mod exalted duties of . his 
Religion, entered into a minute and moft crrcumftaif- 
tial detail of many reciprocal offices and duties he re* 
quired of his followers, and re&ified fome abufes, iii- 
-comparably lefs criminal than would be that of ert* 
(laving our fellow creatures, were this prafticc fo veiy 
criminal .*nd unjuft as is reprefented by fome modern 
.".advocates for African Liberty (c). 
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4, The faft is: that fince neither the Sow of God, 
being himfe)f God, nor his Difciples commiflioned to 
teach his do&rine, could ever alter the intrinfic nature 
of Right and Wrong ; once the pra&ice of Slavery, t>r 
the Slave-Trade, had been exprefsly declared by the 
Father eflentially juft and lawful in the Sacred Writ- 
ings of the Old Law, which the Son did not cgmt t$ 
dcftroy, but f* fylfil (i), it was abfolutely impoflible, 
that either ft* or his Difciples fhpuld declare it unlaw- 
ful and unjiift in the Writings of the New, the prin- 
ciples of both the Laws, refpefting the intrinfic nature 
of Rjglpt and Wrpifgy Jujlif* apd Ityuftict, being invar 
riably the fame. 

It follows then, that the argument drawn in favour 
of the Slave -Trade from the conftant filence of the 
Infpired Writers of the New Teftajnept rcfpeding the 
pretended illicitnefs of that Trade, that i$, from their 
never njcjuioning any thing agaipft the licitnefs pf it, 
which, in the circumducts above related, would have 
been only a negative inference, though of confiderable 
weight in vindication pf it, becomes now, from this 
kft very material cjreumitance, a mod: powerful posi- 
tive argument, (hewing ip the ftrongeft light, that the 
pature of the S^AVB-T^AqE is perfectly cpnfonant to 
the principles and tenets of the Chriftian Law* 
. IX. Though the argument bqilt on the fyppofe4 
\fiUnce qf the IpfpirecJ Writers of th? New Tcftament 
refpetting the jicitnefs of the Slay? -Trade, is very 
amply confuted by the preceding arguments drawn 
from the rfal fiknte qf the fame Sacred Writers ref- 
pe&ing the pretended illicitnefs of it, which are, in- 
deed, abundantly Efficient to eftatyifl* beyond the 
power of cavil or reply this laft part of my Scriptural 
Researches \ ye;, 1?$ any on? fhould ftill perfift in 

maintaining 

(i) Matt, c, 5, v, i;, 



[ 6i 3 

maintaining the 6pinion fo generally received, that there 
is nothing fcfitive in the Writings of the New Tefta* 
ment, that can be produced in juftification of the 
Slave -Trade, 1 think it expedient to feleft one or two 
principal inftances out of thefe Sacred Books, which, 
I flatter myfelf, will not only gratify his curiofity, but 
ferve to convince him in the plaincft manner, that f 
however general his opinion may be, it is not fo evi- 
dent as he has been taught to believe. 

L EPISTLE to TJMOTHT. 

X. Among the feveral inftru&ions given in this 
JLpistlb by St. Paul to his beloved Difciple Timothy 
for the Government of the Church of Sphefus, of 
which he was Bifhop, there are fome concerning the 
general duties of that part of his Flock, who were 
Under the yoke of bondage or Slavery, that feem to 
claim our particular attention. The inftruflions, here 
alluded to, are in the VI th Chapter of this Epistle, 
and are the following : — 

v, i. Let as many fervants as are under the yoke, 
count their own Matters worthy of all honour, that 
the name of God, and his dodtrine, be not blas- 
phemed. 

2.. And they that have believing Mailers, let them 
pot defpife them, becaufe they are brethren : but ra- 
ther do them feryice, becaufe they are faithful and 
beloved, partakers of the benefit. Thefe things teach 
and exhort. 

3. If any man teach otherwife, and confent hot to 
wholefome words, even the words of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, and to the doctrine which is according to god- 
Jineis, 

4. He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting 
about queftions, and ftrifes of words, whereof co~ 
jnefh envy, ftrife, railings, evil furmifings, &c 

XI. The 
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XI. The Apoftle in thefe words defcribe* two 
clafles of Chriftian Slaves, or Servants under the yoke 
of bondage : Slaves fubjeft to unbelievers, and Staves 
fubjedt to true believers or Chriftians ; and, according 
to their refpe&ive fituations, he Specifies the general 
duties belonging to each clafs. 

i. The former are exhorted to count their own Ma f- 
Urs 9 though Infidels, worthy of all honour : that is 
they are exhorted to (hew their Matters, both in word* 
and action?, fuch unfeigned marks of honour, fub- 
miffion, and refpeft, as they have a right to claim t 
•for they are worthy of all honour^ from the fuperiority 
of their rank and ftation in life, and the authority 
they have acquired over them by the pofieffion of their 
perfons. The reafon for enforcing fuch dutiful de- 
portment is very powerful : you are to exhort them, 
fays the Apoftle to Timothy, to behave in this beco- 
ming manner, that the name of God* and his dottrinc, 
J>e not blafphemed : that is, left the unbelieving Maf- 
ters, feeing the contrary deportment in their Chriftian 
Slaves, attribute their infolent, difrefpeftful, and dif- 
obedient condud:, to the principles and doftrine of 
their Religion, and thus bring reproach and infamy 
upon both. 

" 2 f The latter Clafs of Chriftian Slaves, fubjeft to 
Chriftian Matters, are earneftly exhorted, not only 
■not to be lefs refpe&ful and obfequious to the latter 
for being their brethren in Chrift, and joint members 
with them of the fame Communion and Church J as if 
they were their equals in every refped, but to (how, 
"on this very account, in their rcadinefs and zeal to 
ferve them, a foperior degree of fubmiffion *nd obe- 
dience to their lawful authority; not confidering therrr- 
.felves upon a footing of natural equality with thofe 
tyhqle Slaves they are, though entitled at the fame 

tutfe- 
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time to all the promifes and fpiritual francbifcs of true 
Believers. 

XII. From the tenour of thefe Apoftolic inftriio 
tions, confirmed by many other fimilar declarations to 
the fame effeft, frequently occurring in the Writings 
of the New Teftament, I am naturally led to deduce 
the following confequences in fupport of the licitneis 
of the Slave-Trade. 

1. It is then evident from the Doflrine of St. Paul, 
that Chriftians, however entitled by Baptifm to the 
Spiritual freedom of Children of God, and Heirs of 
heaven, ought yet, when under the yoke of human 
bondage or flavery, confider themfelves under the 
ftricleft obligation of reverencing the authority of their 
Mailers, even of unbelieving Mailers, avd counting 
them wcrtby of all honour. But were the Slave-Trade, 
or the keeping of our fellow-creatures in bondage, 
unnatural and unjuft, it could never be faid, that 
Slaves were under the lead obligation in confcicnce to 
reverence and obey an unjuft, an unnatural authority - 9 
or that their Matters, who, by reducing them to that 
abjeft condition, had trampled on the Sacred rights. 
of juftice and humanity, were worthy of all honour, 
or, indeed, of any fhadow of honour, but, on the 
contrary, of all diftionour and reproach. 

2. It is likewifc evident from the Apoftle's doc- 
trine, that the primitive Chriftians were not only not 
forbidden, but cxprefsly allowed by the principles of 
our Religion the purchafing of Slaves, and keeping 
their fellow-creatures, nay, even their fellow-Chrifti- 
ans, under the yoke of bondage or Slavery ; and from 
the circumftance of their Slaves being fo particularly 
cautioned not to confider themfelves on the footing of 
natural equality with their Mafters, not to defpife 
them and their authority for being their equals in all 
fpiritual attainments and franchifes, but to (how, on 

this 
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this very account, a greater degree of readinefs and 
alacrity to render them due iervice, their Matters arc 
evidently declared to have had a juft and indifputable 
claim to that fervice, as their own lawful property. 

XIII. Neither can it be fa id, that this do&rine* 
perhaps, novel to iome of my Readers, which Timo- 
thy is dirc&ed to teach and to exhort^ was only the 
private opinion of St. Paul ; for he declares to him in 
exprefs words, that it is a doftrinc according to god- 
linefsy the very do&rine of Chrift himfelf, and not to 
be contradicted by any one, without incurring the ac- 
cumulated guilt of pride and folly with a criminal 
train of attendants : " If any man, fays be* teach 
" otherwife, and confent not to wholefome words* 
" even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to 
" the dodtrine, which is according to godlinefs, he is 
" proud, knowing nothing, but doting about quef- ■ 
" tions, and ftrifes of words, whereof cometh envy f 
cc ftrife, railings, evil furmifings, &c." 

XIV. So far then from being true, that there is no- 
thing in the Sacred Writings of the New Teltatnent, that 
can be produced in vindication of the Slave-Trade, 
the palpable evidence juft produced in juftification of 
that Trade from the authentic words of One of the 
very principal infpired Authors of thofe Sacred Writ- 
ings, muft convince every candid inquirer into the 
merits of the prefent Controverfy, that, if the Slave- 
Trade, as demonftrated in the two preceding Parts, 
appears fo vifibly warranted by the Writings of the Old 
Teftament, the fame is not lefs evidently authorized, 
but rather more explicitly vindicated from every fufpi- 
cion cf guilt and immorality by the Writings of the 
New : for, they do not only declare in formal words* 
that the teaching of the licitnefs of the Slave-Trade, 
exemplified in the practice of the Primitive Chriftians, 
is a Doftrine according to Godlinefs, and according to 
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*••> 

* 



[ 65 ] 

wholefome words y even the words of our Lord Jesus 1 
Christ, but they even ftigmatize the Teachers of the «. 
contrary do&rine with epithets and appellations not of J 
the moft pleafihg founds. 

EPISTLE to PHILEMON. 

XV. Philemon, to whom St. Paul addrefles this 
affedlionate Epiftle, was a rich Coloffian, and a Chrif- 
tian of diftinguiftied merit. The charadter given of 
him in the firft part of this Epiftle, reprefents him as 
one of the moft zealous and fervent Chriftians of his 
time. His afliduity in promoting the intereft of Chris- 
tianity in quality of Fellow-labourer with St. Paul (*), 
his love and faith towards the Lord Jefus, and his ge- 
nerous unbounded charity towards all the faints^ or his 
fellow-Chriftians (f) 9 whom he relieved and comfort- 
ed on all occafions (g\ gained him the confidence, 
efteem, and affedtion of the Apoftle and of the whole 
Church at large (b). 

XVI. This Primitive and exemplary Chriftian had 
in his fervice one Onesimus, a Slave, who, as it is 
very ftrongly intimated by St. Paul, having defrauded 
his Matter of forae part of his property, and knowing 
the influence the Apoftle had over bim, eloped from 
his Matter's houfe, went to Rome, where St. Paul was 
then in prifon, was converted by him, and received 
into the Communion of the Chriftian Church (/) ; and 
having by his good fervices and chriftian condu£t f 
gained the Apoftle # s favour, he feems to have prevailed 
on him to Write to his Matter Philemon in his behalf. 

XVII. The Letter, of which Onesimus himfclf ap- 
pears to have been the Bearer, is a mafter-piece of 
eloquence, and one of the fined Compofitions extant 
in the Epiftolary kind. Nothing can be more tender, 

I more 

JM Ep. to Phil. *. 1. (/) Ibid. v. 5. (g) Ibid. v. 7* 
(b) Ibid, v, 7. (i) Ibid, v, so. 
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more prefling, more animated and perfuafive : entrea- 
ties and authority, praifes and recommendations, re- 
ligious motives and motives of perfonal gratitude and 
integrity, are moft inimitably well tempered and al- 
layed together. In fliort ; almoft every word of this 
very concife Epiftle contains fome argument or reafon 
to effed a reconciliation between Philemon and One- 
fimus, and to obtain from the Mafter the re-admiflion 
of his fugitive Slave into his houfc and fervice. 

XV1I1. The following XIV Verfes of this elegant 
Epiftle, which feem to have a more immediate con- 
nexion than the reft with the fubjeft of our prefent in- 
quiry, will afford me fufficient matter for fuch reflec- 
tions, as will not only confirm the doftrine enforced 
in this Section refpefting the moral conformity of the 
Slave-Trade with the principles of the Chriftian Dif- 
penfation, but prevent me from proceeding any farther 
in my Scriptural Researches on tfiis interefting 
iubjeft. 

The following is a literal tranfeript of the Contents 
of the Apoftle's Letter to Philemon from the Y III th 
to the XXIld Verfe. 

8. Wherefore, though I might be much bold in 
Chrift co enjoin thee that which is convenient ; 

9. Yet, for love's fake, I rather befeech thee, being 
fuch a one as Paul the aged, and now alfo a. prifoner 
of Jefus Chrift 

10. I befeech thee for my fon Onefimus, whom I 
have begotten in my bonds. 

n. Which in time paft was to thee unprofitable, 
but now profitable to thee and to me : 

12. Whom I have fent again: thou therefore re- 
ceive him, that is mine own bowels. 

13. Whom I would have retained with me, that in 
thy ftead he might have miniftered unto me in the 
bonds of the Goipel. . r 

14. But 
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14- But without thy mind would I do nothing, that 
thy benefit fhould not be, as it were, of neceflity, but 
willingly. 

15. For perhaps he therefore departed for a feafon, 
that thou fhouldeft receive him for ever : 

16. Not now as a fervant, but above a fervant, a 
brother beloved, efpecially to me, but how much more 
unto thee, both in the flelh and in the Lord ? 

17. If thou count me therefore a partner, receive 
him as myfelf. 

18. If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee aught* 
put that on mine account. 

19. I Paul have written it with my own hand, I 
will repay it : albeit I do not fay to thee, how thou 
oweft unto me even thine own felf befides : 

20. Yea, Brother, let me have joy of thee in the 
Lord ; refrefti my bowels in the Lord. 

21. Having confidence in thy obedience* I wrote 
unto thee, knowing that thou wilt alio do more than I 
fay. 

XIX. The following obvious remarks* adapted to 
the fubjeft of our prefent inquiry refpe&ing the moral 
licitnefs of the Slave-Trade, feem naturally to arifc 
from, the tenour of this facred portion of Scripture. 

1. The Apoftle declares in the firft place, that, were 
he to aft in the plenitude of his Apoftolic Commiffion 
and Authority, without any regard to the didtates of 
his love and friendlhip for Philemon, he would not ufe 
the ftyle of a fuppliant, as he does, but would pe- 
remptorily enjoin him to receive his fugitive Slave in- 
to his houfe and fervice, which he is bound to do in 
decency and duty : the word Convenient in the Original 
has both thefe meanings. From which declaration it 
evidently follows, that the Apoftle was fo far from 
thinking, that Philemon had afted wrong or unjuftly 
}n keeping Onefimus in bondage, when yet an unbe- 

I 2 lieveiy 
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liever, that he aflures him, on the contrary, he would 
adl in oppofuion to his duty, or unjuftly, in not re- 
ceiving him again, when baptized, into his houfe and 
fervice. 

2. This declaration acquires a fuperior degree of 
force from the circumftance he fubjoins to his requeft, 
as a powerful inducement for Philemon to receive him 
again into his fervice. This circumftance, alluding 
to the name of Onesimus, which in Greek is the fame 
as Profitable, is both beautiful and interefting. The 
Apoftle owns without difguife, that Onefimus in time 
paji bad certainly been an unprofitable* or, in Scripture- 
language, a bad Servant (k) : but, as he could now 
allure Philemon, that he was quite reclaimed, and be- 
come profitable to both, he earneftly folicits his read- 
miffion, in order that he may be enabled to make 
amends for his pad negligence and inattention to his 
fervice by his future diligence and afiiduity. — It was 
then Onefimus's duty to have been ufeful and profitable 
to his Matter Philemon, whilft under the yoke of 
fcrvitude ; and it was an aft of manifeft injuftice in 
Jhim to have been unprofitable and of no fervice. Phi- 
Jemon then had a juft and undoubted right to the 
fervice of Onefimus, as his Slave ; or clfc Onefimus 
could never have been taxed by the Apoftle with afting 
the part of an unprofitable or bad fervant^ or with any 
perfonal injuftice, for negle&ing a fervice, which Phi- 
lemon had no right or title to demand. 

3. Again : to convince Philemon, how much One- 
fimus was changed for the better fince his elopement, 
and the great reformation that his converfion to Chris- 
tianity had wrought in his morals and conduct, he tells 
him, how much he was inclined himfelf to keep him in 
his own fervice ; intimating to him in this delicate and 

gentle 

(t) Matt. c. 85. v. 3«« 
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gentle manner, that he could have no objection to re- 
ceive again into his fervice a perfon fo well qualified, 
as Onefimus was then, to be an A po (lie's Servant : and 
he affures him further, that the only reafon that has 
prevented him from indulging his inclination to detain 
nim, has been his not having had his leave and con- 
fent for fo doing ; without which, fays he, he would 
never attempt to deprive him of his Slave. From this 
declaration it appears in the ftrongeft light, how very 
facred and inviolable the acquired rights of Matters 
over their Slaves, even of Chriftian Matters and Slaves, 
were held by St, Paul, who would not by any means 
deprive Philemon of Onefimus, however ufeful the,. 
latter was to him at that time, and whatever afcen- 
dency he had over his Matter, without having firft 
obtained his exprefs approbation and confent : he 
would then, fays he, receive Onefimus, as a benefit 
perfectly gratuitous, as a free and voluntary gift made 
to him by Philemon of fo valuable a part of his 
property. 

4. Till he obtains this confent, he fends Onefimus 
back to his lawful Matter, entreating him in the molt 
prefling and affedtionate manner, to ufe him with all 
poflible tendernefs and regard : to confider him now 
as a member of the Communion of the true believers, 
and confequently not in the character of a common 
menial Slave, but as his own brother in Chrift, though 
ftill his property according to the flejb, which to him 
particularly ought to be dearer than ever, as being 
now confecrated to God. — And left Philemon fhould 
infift on Onefimus making due fatisfa&ion for having 
defrauded him of his time, or other property, and 
Ihould, on that account, ufe him with feverity, the 
Apoftle engages to make him full reparation, and be- 
comes himfelf refponfible for the whole : which is a 
1 1 manifett 
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manifeft acknowledgement of Philemon's right, as the 
lawful Matter of Onefimus, to inflift due punifliment 
on his Slave. 

XX. From thefe obfervations, fo naturally flowing 
from the Contents of the Apoftle's letter to Philemon, 
thefe two neceflary confequences feem as naturally to 
follow. 

i. Had St, Paul, who had been inftru&ed in the 
principles of the Chriftian Religion, not by men, but 
immediately by Chrift himfelf (/), wbofe cbofen veffel 
be was to bear bis name before the Gentiles, and Kings, 
and tbe Children of Ifrael (w), been taught by his 
Divine Mafter, that the Slave-Trade, or the pur- 
chafing of Slaves, or keeping thofe already purchafed 
in fervitude or bondage, was an unnatural, iniquitous 
purfuit, contrary to the Spirit of his Religion, he 
would have certainly addreffed himfelf to Philemon in 
a very different ftyle from that of his prefent Letter : 
and, inftead of a&ing the part of a Suppliant, the part 
of an interceffbr and Mediator, as he does, in foliat- 
ing of him the rc-admiflion of a fugitive Slave, he 
would have aflumed the ftyle and tone of a Mafter ; 
would have feverely condemned the unjuftifiable con- 
duft of Philemon in detaining him in criminal bond- 
age, contrary to the Laws of his holy Religion, would 
have commended the fpirited conduct of Onefimus in 
(baking off the heavy yoke of fervitude, would not 
have fuffered him to return to his unnatural Mafter 
Philemon, efpecially after he had converted him to 
Chriftianity, and entitled him by Baptifm to the glo- 
rious franchifes and liberty of the Children of God, 
and would not have ftood on complimentary ceremo- 
nies, finding him ufeful in his aftual ftate of confine- 
ment, 

(/) Galat. c. i. v. x. (m) A#s, c 9. v. 15. 
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ment, to retain him in his miniftry, without afking 
his pretended Matter's leave, or without his confent. 

This, I am confident, would have been the language 
and conduct of the Apoftle, had he been taught by 
his Divine Matter, that the principles and do&rine of 
the Gofpel, he was commiflioned to preach, were in 
diredt oppofition to the practice of the Slave-Trade, 
to the praftice of purchafing Slaves, or keeping thofe 
already purchafed in bondage or flavery. 

2. But, fince the Apoftle, conformably to the in- 
ftru&ions he had received from his Lord and Matter 
Jesus Christ, refpedting every part of a Chriftian's 
duty, exprelTes himfelf in this Epiftle, as well as in 
every other, where he fpeaks on this much mifrepre- 
fented fubjeft, in terms and language diametrically 
oppofite to the fentiments juft mentioned ; we are 
forced to conclude, that, fince Philemon, as well as 
many other Primitive Chriftians, cotemporary with 
the Apoftles of Chrift and firll Teachers of Chrif- 
tianity, kept Slaves, even Chriftian Slaves, in their 
fcrvice, in the very face of the whole Church, and 
with the approbation and knowledge of the primitive 
Apoftles and Difciples of Chrift, as has been demon- 
ftrated from fome of the cleared teftimonies of the 
New Teftament, the nature of the Sl ave-Trade, be- 
ing fo vifibly authorized by the pofitive fan&ion of 
thofe Sacred Writings, muft be eflentially juft and 
lawful in its principles, and perfectly confonant to thole 
,of the Chriftian Law. 

XXI. Evident as this conclufion appears from 
the Scriptural arguments enforced in the courfe of this 
Section, I cannot clofe the Subjedfcof thefe Research- 
es without taking fome notice of what, I apprehend, 
will be obje&ed againft it from the Words of our Blef- 
fed Saviour in his divine Sermon on the Mount, which 
in the VIII th Number of this Section 1 declared with 

particular 
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particular ftrefs to contain nothing againft the licitncfs 
of the Slave-Trade. — The Words, here alluded to, 
will, I prefume, be thus retorted againft it. 

All things whatfoever* lays our Blefled Saviour, ye 
would that menfhould do to you, do ye even fo to them ; 
for this is the Law and the Prophets (n) : whatfoever 
things therefore we would not, that men fhould do to 
us, we are not even fo to do to them -, but no perfon 
whatever would certainly wilh, that a fellow-creature 
fhould reduce him to the condition of a Slave ; there- 
fore no perfon whatever is to reduce a fellow-creature 
to that condition. 

XXII. Here again I muft obferve, that no one can 
juftly tax me with any partiality to the Caufe I have 
efpoufed : I have, I think, worded the argument againft 
it in terms as forcible, as the mod zealous advocate 
for African Liberty, could ufe. But unanfwerable as 
the fame may appear to them, it is but a plaufible 
argument at the beft. 

It is an Axiom in Logic, that An argument that 
proves too much, proves nothing : the above is juft fuch 
a one : for, by the fame manner of reafoning, one 
might equally conclude, contrary to the Law and the 
Prophets, and the doftrine of the Chriftian Religion, 
that not only Slavery, but every other kind of fubor- 
dination of one man to another, ought not to be fuf- 
fered to continue in the World.— The argument, if 
conclufive in the former cafe, muft be equally fo in 
the latter : I enforce it thus : — 

All things whatfoever* fays our Blefled Saviour, ye 
would that menfhould do to you* do ye evenfo to them 5 for 
this is the Law and the Prophets: whatfoever things there- 
fore we would not that men fhould do to us, we are 
not even fo to do to them ; but every perfon would na- 
turally 

(»} Matt. c. 7. v. i* 
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tUfally wifli not to be controlled by a fellow-creatUre, 
hot to be under any fubjeftion to him, but to be abfo-» 
lute matter of his own aftioris •, no perfon therefore 
ought to keep a fellow-creature under any control of 
fubje&ion whatever. 

XXIII. Such is the confequence of wrefting the 
natural and obvious meaning of the maxims of Scrip- 
ture, and applying them to purpofes incorififtent with 
Scripture itfelf. The Golden Maxim of our Divina 
Mailer, comprehending in two words the whole per- 
fection of a Chriftian, was certainly intended by him 
for all ftations in life, for of fuch was his Church to 
confift to the end of time : from the Throne to the 
Cottage, in every walk of life, in bondage or at 
liberty, every Chriftian is taught and diredted To do 

UNTO OTHERS, AS HE WOULD BE DONE UNTO; and, by 

a neceflary confequence, Not to do unto others, as 
he would not be done unto : that is, every Chrif- 
tian is commanded to behave to his neighbour, in 
whatever fituation or circumftances in life Providence 
may have placed them both, juft as he would wifh his 
neighbour would behave to him in his fituation, were 
his neighbour's fituation and circumftances his own : 
fo that, to apply the Maxim to a particular Cafe (even 
*he Cafe in queftion), no Chriftian Matter can be 
faid to do unto others as be would be done unto, unlefe 
he behaves to his Slave with the fame tendernefs, juf- 
tice, and humanity, as he would wifh his Slave would 
behave to him, were the Slave his Matter, and him- 
felf the Slave; and, upon the fame principle* no 
Slave can be faid to do unto others as be would be done 
untOy unlefs he ferves his Matter with the fame fidelity* 
fubmiffion, and refpect, which he would expeft from his 
Matter, were the latter his Slave, and himfelf the 
Matter. 

K XXIV. Tfli 
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XXIV. The Golden Maxim then, of Doing unto 

OTHERS, AS WE WOULD BE DONE UNTO, IS fo far from 

condemning in the mpft diftant manner the profecution 
of the Slave -Trade, that, when applied to the Cafe 
of Chriftian Matters and their Slaves, it ferves, on the 
contrary, to enforce their reciprocal duties in their 
different fpheres of life. Neither could it be other- 
wife, feeing, that the fame Divine Authority, on which 
fthe truth of the above Maxim is founded, has fo 
i frequently given his fanftion in the Writings of both 
\^the Tettaments to the licitnefs of the Slave -Trade. 

XXV. I have now, I think, verified in its full ex- 
tent the AfTertion I engaged to prove in the Title- 
page; that thefe Scriptural Researches on the 
licitnefs of the Slave-Trade, would fhew the moral 
conformity of that Trade with the Principles of Na- 
tural and Revealed Religion delineated in the Sacred 
Writings of the Word of God : and as I prefixed to 
the Whole certain Politions or Data, on the truth, of 
which the undeniable religious certainty of that moral 
conformity is entirely founded, fo I fhall now annex 
to the whole a few Corollaries or Confequences, 
which, from their neceffary dependance on the former 
Data, muft convince every religious and candid 
Reader of the neceffity of acquiefcing in the Scrip- 
tural Do&rine enforced in thefe Researches. 
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COROLLARIES. * 

I. 

SINCE the Sacred Writings of the Holy Bible 
contain the unerring Decifions of the Word of God, 
the Authority of which in both the Teftaments is 
founded on theeflential veracity of God, who is Truth 
itfelf •, it follows necefiarily, that, as there can be no 
prefcription againft that Authority, which, in the 
feveral fcriptural pafifages quoted in the feries of the 
foregoing Researches, has pofitively declared, that 
the Slave -Trade is intrinfically good and licit, 
this, by a neceflary confequence, muft be effentially 
fo in its own nature, however contrary fuch declara- 
tion may be to the received opinion of fome men for 
any length of time. 

Since the Supreme Legiflator of the World is in- 
finitely juft and wife in all his Decifions reipefting- 
Right and Wrong* and is no ways accountable to his 
Creatures for the reafons of his conduit in the govern- 
ment of the World ; fo it muft be a degree of pre-' 
famption highly criminal in any creature to refufe af- 
ient to thofe particular Decifions, by which he has fot 
pofitively declared the intrinfic licitnefs of the Slave- ■ 
Trade, only becaufe he cannot account for that im- 
partial juftice, which characterizes every Decifion of 
God, from thofe hidden principles of Eternal Juftice, 4n- 
comprehenfible to him, which induced the Almighty to *j 
eftablifh in the World that fubordinate ftate of abfolute"! 
fubjection of fome of his rational Creatures to others. J 

in. 

.Since no perfon f&& be fuppofed to. acknowledge < 
ill fa£t, that the Holy Scriptures are the unerring 

K 2 Word 
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Word of God, unlefs he acquiefces without refenre in 
every Scriptural Decifion, however incomprehenfible 
the'reafons and motives of thofe Decifions may be to 
him, and that on no other account, but becaufe he be- 
lieves them to be the Declarations of God, who, be- 
ing Truth icfelf, can neither err himfelf, nor lead 
any one into error -, it follows neceflarily, that who- 
ever does not acquiefce in thofe Scriptural Decifions, 
quoted in the feries of the foregoing Researches, de- 
claring in formal Words the licitnefs of the Slave* 
Trade, cannot be faid to acknowledge in fad, that 
the Hoj.Y Scriptures are the unerring Word of 
God. 

IV. 

Since not only one, but feveral Decifions of the 

J Written Word of Gqd, as appears from the foregoing 

? Researches, give a pofitive fanftion to the licitnefs 

<^ of the Slave-Trade ; it is not from the principle of 

private or National advantages attending the profecu- 

tion of it, which can never affedt the intrinfic nature 

of any human purfqit, that any one is to believe, that 

the Slave-Trade is intrinfically juft and lawful in the 

ftridteft fenfe of the word, but from the incontrover-r 

tible veracity of the Written Word of God, whofe 

Decifions they are, and who is effentially incompatible 

with the kaft degree of injuftice, 

V. 
Since no abufes or malepra&ices whatever, com- 
jnkted in the profecution of a lawful purfuit, can ever 
alter the intrinfic licitnefs of it ; there being no other 
arguments, that can be produced againft the Slave- 
trade, but fuch as are built on the ftrength of fuch 
abufes as are faid to be perpetrated in the profecution 
of it *, no arguments whatever will ever evince any in* 
trinfic moral turpitude in its Nature, fo explicitly dc- 
14 ~ ~ dared 
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clared juft and lawful in the Sacred Writings of the * f 
Word of God, notwithftanding the many abufes to 
which it was formerly fubjeft, and were formerly prac- 
tifed, as well as now. 

VI. * i 

Since no abufes or malepra&ices whatever, though 
of the greateft magnitude, committed in former times 
in the profecution of the Slave-Trade (<?), ever in- 
duced the Almighty to prohibit or abolifh that Trade, 
but only to check by wholefome and coercive Laws 
the violence of unnatural Mailers (£), and to punifh 
the tranfgreffors with the greateft feverity (c) * there 
appears no reafon whatever, why the abuies and male- 
practices faid to be perpetrated in our days in the pro- 
fecution of the fame Trade, evidently fubjeft to the 
control of the Legiflature, fhould be deemed a power- 
ful inducement to proceed to the abolition of it. 

(a) Gen. 35. %%. Exod. ai. ft, 16, ao, a6, 17. Levit 19, so* 

Jerem. 34. ▼• 8— 18. (b) Exod. 11. v. 7, is, 16, to, 21, s6,s/« 

Levit. 19. t. 20, 91 9 as. Ibid. %s* ▼• 39*43* 

(f) Jeremiah, c. 34. v. 17— is. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

IT was the Author's defign, when he firft en- 
gaged to vindicate the licitnefsof the Slave* 
Trade from the Sacred Writings of the Word 
of God, to have concluded his Researches 
with another Section, containing fome Scrip- 
tural Directions for the proper treatment of Slaves, 
together with fome Exemplary Punifhments and 
Comminations regiftered in the fame divine Re- 
pofitory of religious Knowledge, for deterring 
the Condu6tors and Proprietors of Slaves from 
ever infringing by any a6ts of violence and op- 
preffion the facred bounds of that Authority, 
with which they are entrufted for a time, and 
which they can never trefpafs with abfolute im- 
punity : but the (hortnefs of the time, which his 
other avocations have allowed him for completing 
the Scriptural Vindication contained in the three 
Se6tions of his Researches, having made it 
abfolutely impoflible for him to execute the 
whole of his Original Defign, he is obliged to 
offer it to the Public in its prefent ftate. 



